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BHP gets

go-ahead
to buy
NZ Steel

By MIKE TAYLOR,
National Affairs Writer

The Trade Practices Com

mission has given the

go-ahead to BHP Ltd buying
out New Zealand Steel on

the basis that BHP has ac

cepted a 5 per cent reduction

in tariffs on flat steel pro
ducts.

The chairman of the commis
sion, Alan Fels, sought yesterday

to justify the TPC allowing BHP a

stronger role in the market on the

basis of the increased competition

which would flow from the lower

tariffs;

He said the tariff on flat steel

products had been reduced from
10 per cent to 5 per cent, and this

reduction would offset TPC con

cerns about BHP's dominance in

the market.

"We felt BHP's purchase of

New Zealand Steel would en

hance its market position unless

there is increased exposure to

other foreign competition," Pro

fessor Fels said.

The TPC's decision represents

a reversal of its 1989 position
when it opposed the acquisition of
31 per cent of New Zealand Steel

by BHP on the basis of market

dominance by BHP. That deci

sion was later overturned by the.

Federal Court.

The TPC agreed to the tariff

reduction trade-off after BHP

sought to buy out the remaining
shares in New Zealand Steel earli

er this year.
.

"The tarifT reductions should

open up the domestic market to

imports of flat steel and ensure

that BHP, as Australia's only pro

ducer of these products remains

competitive," Professor Fels said.

BHP was already a major
shareholder in New Zealand Steel

and indicated late last year that it

wanted to obtain the remaining 69

per cent holding in the company.

Professor Fels said BHP's in

terest in taking up the remaining

shares in New Zealand Steel had

prompted inquiries by the TPC
and that those inquires had indi

cated matters of serious conccrn

in terms of competition in the

market.

"[Steel importers] were of the

view that imports were the only
real element of competition in the

market," Professor Fels said.

"There were also concerns that,

post-acquisition, New Zealand
Steel might discontinue exports to

Australia," he said.

Professor Fels said the TPC
had subsequently reached agree

ment whereby BHP undertook to

protect the independence of New
Zealand Steel and that, since then,
New Zealand Steel exports to

Australia had increased.

"The Commission met with

members of the Australian Steel

Association and discusscd their

views on the proposed takeover,

but the TPC was satisfied that the

reduction in tariffs would serve to

stimulate competition by way of

imports," he said.

Professor Fels said BHP had
been agreeable to the tariff reduc

tion in the circumstances.

"The decision by the Federal

Government to reduce tariffs on

flat steel products will mean in

creased competition in the do
mestic steel industry and lead to

lower steel prices," he said.

"This in turn will mean cost

savings for domestic steel users

and for ordinary consumers as the

products affected by the tariff re

ductions are used in the automo

tive, white goods and
construction industries," Profes

sor Fels said.

He said there might also be
benefits in increased employment
opportunities for these industries

further down the track.

"The commission will look

closely at BHP conduct in the do
mestic market, particularly in re

gard to its policy to steel

importers," Professor Fels said.

Bond on trial
PERTH: The trial of former

prominent businessman Alan

Bond on a charge relating to the

Rothwclls merchant bank rescue

will begin next month.
In a brief appearance in the

Perth District Court yesterday,
Bond said he would plead not

guilty to dishonestly inducing an

other person to deal in securities.

The trial will begin on May 25.

Bond is alleged to have induced
another Perth businessman, Brian

Coppin, to put money into the

1987 Rothwclls rescue.

The prosecution claims Bond

told Mr Coppin the rescuc mighi
fail unless he made a contribu

tion, but he failed to mention he

would be taking a fee from the

money raised.

Bond denies he or his compa

nies received any fee.

It is alleged Bond claimed $16
million from the $370 million

raised from the West Australian

Government and business figures.
The charges against Bond arose

from investigations by a Corpo
rate Affairs Department Task
Force established by the

\ state

Government in the wake of the

McCusker Inquiry into Roth

wells.

Also charged by the Task Force

arc former Rothwells chief Laurie

Conncll, former casino boss Dal
las Dempster and Rothwells man

aging director Peter Lucas.
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"Experience of a

night time"

COMING SOON! -

THE PANCAKE PARLOUR S

SAMPLE

NIGHT
$9 FOR 7 DISHES!

Join us every Wednesday night to sample a

variety of Parlour specialities including old

favourites and some of our latest menu

creations sueli as:

Cajtin Chicken . Pancake Mozzarella

Brandied Apricots . Crepe Spanakopita .

Bavarian Apple . Mexican Chicken Crepe
and many more... Try as many as you can!

There's a different menu of samples each week!

Bookings are recommended: 247 2982

Corner Alintja Street & East How. Canberra City.

Hti'rs Fry S'itriiKT/4'JU^

Canberra to

Sydney

MURRAYS
THE LOCAL COMPANY

PH: 295 3611

THERE'S ONLY ONE COMPUTER

THAT'S LIGHTER, SMALLER

AND SMARTER THAN

THE NEW COMPAQ NOTEBOOK.

(IT'S THE ONE

YOU WERE BORN WITH.)

The size of a computer has little to do

with its capabilities.

Your own brain should tell you that.

For while the average human grey

matter weighs just 1.5 kilos, its poweis

of imagination are unchallenged by any

computer on earth.

Imagine then, a computer not even

twice the weight of your own brain.

A portable computer so advanced

that it is second only to the one you

were born with.

Introducing the Compaq LTE

Lite/20 and LTE Lite/25 Notebooks.

Not only the smallest and lightest
386

pes Compaq has ever built.

? But arguably the most ingenious.

THE BATTERY IN OUR

COMPUTER

HAS ITS OWN COMPUTER.

You could well decide to buy the new

Compaq Notebook for its battery alone.

Because it delivers up to 4Vi hours

of computing.

A full hour of spreadsheet analysis,

word processing and database compilation

after most other portables have knocked

off for the day.

But the new batter)' even manages to

stretch this extra time.

The Compaq LTE Lite may be a major league

thinker but it's the smallest in its class.

You see, there's a microprocessor

inside the battery which runs a constant

time and motion study.

If you don't touch the keys for a pre

determined time, the unit will gradually

power down to an idle, then to a stand-by

and finally
save all its files on hard disk

and turn itself oft.

Which means you don't even have to

lift a finger to save power.

(Now that's energy conservation.)

ARE THE ENGINEERS AT COMPAQ
MIND READERS?

Imagine everything you

might possibly need on

the new LTE Lite and

Compaq seems to have

thought of it already.

Starting with hard

disks of up to 120 megabytes, so you'll

have plenty of room for operating systems,

MS Windows, dozens of applications and

countless files.

Even the screen's brighter than your

average
notebook.

With the new Maxlight VGA display

providing a much
larger, brighter screen

with sharper graphics and text rendered

in up to 64 shades of
grey.

And whilst it does seem to be almost

impractical to make a pc any smaller, we

do have another option: to make it bigger

again.

By slipping the notebook into its

Desktop Expansion Base, you gain access

to two extra disk drives, a full-sized key

board, additional monitors, accessories,

peripherals and (to show we really have

thought of everything) an automatic

battery recharger.

Which means that the LTE Lite can

now be every computer you'll ever need.

IF IT SOUNDS LIKE

YOU CAN'T AFFORD IT,

THINK AGAIN.

There didn't seem a whole lot

of sense in creating the portable pc you're

sure to want, then putting it way out of

your reach.

So we've even made the price more

compact.

Starting from just $4595, recommended

retail excluding tax. Or $5284

including tax.

So now you have all

the data to easily decide

which notebook pc is the

right one for you.

Simply by exercising that

brilliant computer you were born with.

To find out more about the Compaq

LTE Lite Notebooks, call 00S 812 800

Australiji-widc. Alternatively, mail the
'

coupon or fax it to (02) 660 3120.
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Inverted'T' cursor controls are just like

your desktop keyboard. So you don't

have to teach your fingers new tricks.

Send to: Compaq Computer Australia,

P.O. Box 137, Pyrmont, NSW 2009.
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Cabbie reprimanded
A taxi driver with a blood alcohol reading of 0.1 was

fined $1000 and had his licence suspended for nine
months in the ACT Magistrates Court yesterday.

Chief Magistrate Ron Cahill said people used taxis so

they did not drive while over the limit. He granted

Orjan Sjokvist a special licence so he could continue to

drive taxis but banned him from consuming alcohol

during the period of the special licence.

Sjokvist's solicitor told the court his client had had
nothing to drink in the 21 hours before the test. Mr

Cahill said it was not uncommon for people to appear

before the court charged with exceeding the prescribed
alcohol limit who had tested up to 0.2 in the morning.

He said people should not think they would be under

the limit because they had had a sleep between drinking
and driving. Taxi drivers had a special responsibility to

make sure that they were under the limit imposed by
their licence, which was 0.02.

Outsiders help Cambodians escape in Sydney
Four Cambodian boat people being

detained in Sydney have escaped.

A spokesman for the Department of

Immigration said four detainees had

escaped at the weekend through a hole

cut in the wire grille covering a drain

at the Westbridge centre, Sydney.
"It certainly involved somebody

outside the centre," the spokesman
said. "Somebody assisted in the es

cape of all four."

The cscape brings to 15 the number
of people

-

all of them Cambodians
-

who have escaped from the centre

in the past two years.

According to the department, three

of the earlier 11 returned voluntarily.

Another 11 Cambodians escaped

from the Melbourne Enterprise mi
grant hostel. Four returned.

Enterprise is no longer used, after

the Cambodians detained there were

moved to Sydney last year.

Wcstbridgc was designed to cater

for immigrants arriving to settle in

Australia up to 30 years ago.

The spokesman said the depart

ment was concerned about another
escape.

"The long-term answer is going to

be a much more secure area," he said.

"We arc using a facility that was never

designed to be secure."

The department understood one of

the four escapcrs was among the 37
Cambodians who had been denied ref

ugee status and who were told last

week they would be deported.

The Minister for Immigration, Ger

ry Hand, has rejected calls for his in

tervention to allow the Cambodians
to stay until it becomes clear how
events will unfold under the United
Nations peace-keeping force and in

terim administration in Cambodia.

Lawyers representing the Cambodi
ans succeeded last week in gaining a

court order to prevent deportation.

The Federal Court will hear argu
ment today on behalf of the Cambodi
ans, challenging the department's

refusal of their applications.

Mr Hand's officc declined to com

ment on the weekend escapc.

The officc referred all inquiries
about it to the department.

Sorry... all the lines are busy

Picture: ANDREW CAMPBELL
.

This large flock of birds settled on telephone lines off Isabella Drive yesterday.

Work begins
on $20m
ALP national

headquarters
By HUGH LAMBERTON

Work has begun on the new $20 mil

lion national headquarters for the Austra
lian Lahor Party in Barton.

Fencing went up around the site yester
day after final financial details were ham

mered out last week.

The ACT Minister for Environment,
Land and Planning, Bill Wood, said the

project was a significant and timely boost

to the local construction industry.
The building will be opposite the Na

tional Press Club in National Circuit on

what is now a makeshift car park.

Mr Wood said the ALP was required

to fence off part of the site, habitat to the

endangered moth, synemon plana.
"This will enable us to conduct studies

that will assist us to determine a strategy

to protect the moth if it is shown to be a

rare species," he said.

He stressed that full market value had

been paid for the lease, which had been

granted directly to the party. The party's
original lease, used for nearby John Cur

tin House, had been a concessional lease.

"The party has paid $2.08 million for

its new lease. The Government and I arc

pleased the ALP has chosen such a signi
ficant site for its new headquarters and

we're satisfied that the architecture and

design of the building will add to the

status of this important part of Can

berra."

The contract to build the headquarters,

with a gross floor area of 7775 square

metres, was given to Civil and Civic.

The National Capital Planning Au

thority and the ACT Planning Authority
were involved as the land was within a

designated area, which meant the NCPA

exercised some control over it.

Preselection rows

strain Coalition
A series of preselection rows that is

straining Coalition unity and putting

pressure on the Leader of the National

Party, Tim Fischer, looks like ending
with the political partners opposing each

other in three federal seats in southern

NSW at the next election.

A meeting of National Party MPs in

Sydney yesterday
made no significant

progress in resolving the fight
over who

will run in the scats of Gilmorc, Hume

and Riverina.

Mr Fischer said the "informal" meet

ing was never intended to solve the row

which started when the three scats were

changed in the recent NSW redistribu

tion.

More than half Riverina, held by Na

tional Whip Noel Hicks, now takes in

what was Liberal frontbencher Wat Fife's

seat of Hume.
In turn, the new Hume now includes

the heartland of Gilmorc, held by Na

tional frontbencher John Sharp.
Mr Fife wants to move into Riverina,

but Mr Hicks won't budge.
And Mr Sharp wants to move from

Gilmore into the new Hume.

Coalition sources said Mr Fischer and
the Leader of the Opposition, John Hew

son, had believed there was agreement
-

despite the reservations of Mr Sharp
and Mr Fife - for the three to stay in

their old scats.

Mr Fischer had stiffened his support

for Mr Hicks to stay in Riverina, after

being criticised earlier for not fighting
hard enough for his colleague, and in

turn increased pressure on Mr Sharp to

stay in Gilmorc.
. In return, the federal Liberal leader

ship would press Mr Fife to stay in

Hume.
As part of the deal, Mr Sharp was

given reason to believe that he could

have Hume after Mr Fife, 62, retired.

However, the sources said the arrange

ment is now in danger of collapsing,

mainly bccausc Mr Sharp is continuing

to fight
for his right to stand in Hume.

Mr Sharp argues that most of his old

scat is now in Hume, where the Nation
als have 37 branches compared with one

in the new Gilmore, which stretches to

the retirement belt south of Wollongong.
-
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Witness says

Polyukhovich;
killed his

parents
ADELAIDE: A witness told the wtfr

crimes hearing yesterday that his father
had 17 bullet wounds in his chest and his
mother had head and chest wounds after
Ivan Polyukhovich shot them in Ukraine
in 1943.

Ukraine witness Ivan Dmitrierich Tu
ruk told the Adelaide Magistrates Court,
he was an 11-year-old boy when his par
ents and three others were killed near the

village of Brodnitsa in March, 1943.

Mr Turuk, 60, wept as he told the

court Polyukhovich had fired "one burst
and a second short one" at the group of

Ukrainians after questioning his father.!

Mr Turuk said he was one of seven

people in the group when they were ini

tially
led out at gunpoint from a nearby

hut.

When the shooting started, Mr Turuk

said he went to ground and later crawled

away into bushes, suffering only
scratches to his hip.

Later that day, the bodies of his par
ents were brought into a hut.

Mr Turuk made an in-court identifica
tion of the defendant yesterday.

"As I entered the room I saw Ivan

Timofeyevich Polyukhovich ...
I see," he

told the court.

But defence counsel Michael David,

QC, objected vigorously, saying that Mr

Turuk had only seen Polyukhovich once

in his life, and had not seen him in

almost 50 years.

Ivan Polyukhovich, a 75-year-old Ade
laide pensioner, is charged with the mur

der of 24 people and with being

knowingly involved in the slaughter of up
to 850 Jews in Ukraine during World
War II.

The
hearing continues.
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