Australian Jewish News and ECAJ Conference Opinions of War Crimes Trials


02 Sep 1994 - A case to answer - Trove (nla.gov.au) Australian Jewish News.  Great quote on page 39 regarding statistics and public opinions: “December 1988 declared that the majority of Australian didn't want war crimes trials. One thousand people had taken part in the survey. Only thirty-nine percent wanted war crimes suspects prosecuted. Fifty-four per cent had opposed prosecution. Many community leaders also opposed the bill.”

17 Aug 1990 - Speaking out on war crimes - Trove (nla.gov.au) Australian Jewish News. Interesting insights into feelings of Jewish community and leaders. Conveys a very “hands off” approach towards the trials from the Jewish community. 

03 Jul 1992 - Canadian expert criticises local war crimes policies - Trove (nla.gov.au) Australian Jewish news: another good article supports the above’s suggestions that they Australian Jewish community took a “hands off” approach- gives good insights into the Jewish community’s opinions.

29 Jan 1987 - TIMES ANALYSIS Russia’s ‘spoke’ in Nazi war crimes - Trove (nla.gov.au) Australian Jewish News. Interesting aspect as to why Australian public may have been anti prosecution: “Russian intervention would cause disquiet amongst Australian opinion-makers who were already gravely suspicious of cooked evidence prepared by the Soviet regime.”

28 May 1993 - War crimes trials and the Polyukhovich decision - Trove (nla.gov.au) Australian Jewish News: Cynical view on the Australian public’s opinion “In this light, it would appear as though many would see Mr Polyukhovich’s acquittal as a good thing. The government will be saved any embarrassment a guilty verdict may have brought; antisemites will be delighted to see that the “power" of the “Jewish lobby” does not extend to the judicial system, and that their own lobbying can produce results; “free thinkers” will be pleased that the controversial aspects of the war crimes legislation act have on this occasion been test ed and found wanting; and above all, the Polyukhovich family will be glad that their ordeal is now over.”

11 Sep 1992 - views/opinion The war crimes decision - Trove (nla.gov.au) The Australian Jewish News

20 Dec 1991 - War crimes suspects may go free - Trove (nla.gov.au) ECAJ conference 1991: Talk of SIU and public opinion: “There has been no public support for the work of the SIU, he said. “When the media are not portraying the SIU as a drain on the public purse, they are portraying the suspects in sympathetic terms, as sweet old pensioners being pursued by the SIU zealots.”
11 Dec 1993 - $30m later, war crime trials now at 'iust' end - Trove (nla.gov.au) conveys disappointment in case findings, and the fact that it was cut short due to ill health of accused. 



