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Australia
not part of

Asia,

but

‘a partner’

By MIKE HEDGE

. PERTH: Ausiralia should not
. consider itsclf as a part of Asia
— but as an interdependent, in-
.dispensable partner in the re-
gian's fiture, a prominent Asian
academic said yesterday.
» Professor Wang Gungwu,
v i c e -
Chancellor of the University of
Hong Kong and a naturalised
Australian, told a conference in
Perth that Australians would
carn greater wespect for their
frank and fricndly comments if
they made this point clear,
Speaking at the conference on
Quiside Images of Australia, ar-
‘ganised by Perth's Curtin Uni-
versily, Professor Wang  said
Australians had done more than
most olher European cullures o
. study and understand Asia.
“There are Australians who
are now better prepared o
nhﬂcrsmnd the complex varicty
in Asian societies and have al-
ready begun o make significant
dontributions 1o Wcslcrn pcr-

Ambassador to Australia, Sa-
bam Siagian, the Malaysian
Trade and Industry Minister,
Dato Seri Rafidah Aziz, and
Australians Professor  Donald
Home and Professor Ross Gar-
naut.

Professor Wang told the con-
ference Australians' recent quest
for seli-knowledge could also be-
gin 10 play a larger part in their
relations with Asians,

High among such sclf-know-
ledge was an acknowledgment of
Australia’s grim record in the
treatment  of Aborigines, al-
though this was an aspeet likely
Lo go unnoticed in Asia.

1 believe what is 1aking place
now in Australia [in Aboriginal
reconciliation] is something that
their Asian neighbours might
well understand if they could see
what they have nol been helped
1o see,” Professor Wang said.

The professor also said that
because many aspects of Austra-
lian culture went unscen, many
Amns were unlikely 1o be sym-

ceptions of Asia,” Proft
1 Wang said.
“I believe that Australizns

Should show that they stand by
this  devclopment - of  Asian
awarcness and commitment as
one of the central pillars in Aus-
tralian national policy, not Lo be
part of Asia, bul to be interde-
\ pcndLnl as an lnd]spcn sable
parlnur in the region’s future.”
Professor Wang isone of some
70 speakers at the four-day con-
ference who will deliver papers
{m lopics r:mgmj', from the Brit-
ish media's practice of "Keating
hashing” 1o Asian pgreeptions of
the “White Australia policy "and
the role of the car as an icon in
Australian culiure,
"+ The conference will also in-
clude addresses by Indonesia’s

1 i Australian Ab-

onsmal claims for special rights.
“Where most Asians are con-
cerned, the survival of Aborigi-
nal peoples and cultures has
never had any priority,” he said.

In another address the confer-
ence also heard that Australians
should be less noisy about Asian
human-rights issucs.

Former Australian Ambassa-
dor to China and Professor of
Economics at ANU, Ross Gar-
naul said an opinion of Australia
as an international busybody ex-
isted in South-East Asia.

“It i5 a view (hat consirains
our effectiveness in pursuing our
objectives. .. in matters directly
importanl 1o Auvsiralia’s inter-
ests as well as our influence on
the Pacificcommunity.” - awe

Squatters ‘probable’ cause of woolstore fire

SYDNMEY: Squatiers are suspected of starting
the fire that engulfed an §3-year-old mercaniile
woplstore in inner Sydney on Monday,
the biggest fire in the city in almost 25 years,

fire investigators said yesterday.

However, investigators are yel to determine
the exact cause of the fire which stopped 1rafTic
and attracted huge crowds to the Darling Har-

bour area.

The upper floors of the north-cast and
south-cast corners of the scvercly damaged
building were being demolished yesterday.

A fire brigade spokesman said pulling down

creating  still burning.

ol Newson said,

fire.

that part of the woolstore would stabilise it and
allow firefighters to get inside to extinguish fires

“Ii's coming down to a level at which the
-danger is significantly reduced, which makes it
safer for everybody,” regional commander No-

The partial demolition would also allow in-
vestigators 1o dr.lurmmc the exact cause of the

They believed squatiers mrglu have started
the fire, which began in the upper floors of the
seven-storey building about midday.

lime,”

time,”

ago.

The historic brick and timber building was
quickly consumed by the fire, fuclled by wool
grease embedded in the floors after years of
wool storage.

“That's the probabie cause at this parllcutar
Mr Newson said,

“The hotel on the corner and this building
have been subjected 10 small fires from nrne 10

Police said yesterday that the AML :!I'-l‘_.‘l F
building had been used by homeless men for
shelter until they were moved out three weeks

Within half an hour of firefighfers arriving,
the roof had fallen in and flames were leaping
50m into the air through the thick yellow and
white smoke.

Soon afterward, a large section of the castern

wall fell 1o the road below, crushing a number
of cars and crashing close 1o the monorail.

Another three sections of the wall fell on to

Pyrmont Road in the next two hours,

two,

Up 10 100 fre fighters from 20 stations at-
lended and fire brigade officers expecied to
remain at the site for at least another day or

Queensland police vote
on Newnham’s integrity

BRISBANE: The Queensiand
Police Minister, Nev Warburton,
has insisted that there is nothing
wrong with the morale of the
state’s 6000 police,

Mr Warburton's declaration
yesterday came as Queensland Po-
lice Union members voted in se-
cret ballot on whether they had
confidence in Police Commissioner
Noel Newnham.

Talk of low morale was “irre-
sponsible nonsense™, probahly be-
ing perpetrated by his political
opponents, Mr Warburton said.

Mr Newnham has announced
maves to lift force morale and re-
gain the support of the wnion,
which has organised the unprece-
dented state-wide ballot.

“The vole of confidence is no
good for morale, but they're entit-
led to do it," Mr Newnham said
yesterday.

A ballot paper sent to unien
members on Friday asks if they
had confidence in Mr Newnham
as police commissioner, and if
they had confidence in his person-
al integrity.

Mr Newnham was reinstated
recently after’ the Supreme Court
overruled a Misconduct Tribunal
recommendation that he be sacked
for his handling of travel ex-
penses,

Mr Newnham and Mr Warbur-
ton attended a function to open a
new Brisbane police station yes-
terday,

Mr Newnham was reluctant to
speak to journalists, after accusa-
tions last week by the Premier,
Wayne Goss, that he had been

Noel Newnham

waging & public campaign to have
his tenure extended

“The Premier has made it plain
I shouldn't speak to the Press too
much, and T plan to follow his
advice," he said.

Mr Newnham announced yes-
terday the setting up of three
working partics, including repre-
sentatives of the police union and
the Criminal Justice Commission,
to try to improve police morale.

He said the working parties
would aim to improve public confi-
dence in the police service, lift the
morale and confidence of officers,
and review the relationship be-
tween the police force and the
CIC to improve methods of deal-
ing with complaints.

Mr Warburton said there was
nothing wrong with morale in the
Queensland police service.

Nev Warburton

“The force has been through
two hefty years of reform but,
wherever 1 go in the state, morale
is good," Mr Warburton said,

He denied there was a vendelta
agninst the four assistant police
commissioners who called for Mr
Newnham's resignation over the
travel-expenses controversy.

“There may be one who's been
outspoken but we haven't discour-
aged people from speaking their
minds,” he said.

“There’s no move or vendeita
against anyone for speaking their
mind.”

Mr Warburton said the seaior
officers’ coptracts were up for Te-
newal in September and the police
commissioner had briefly extended
that period so their position could
be evaluated.
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Casino odds

now 12-1 and
shortening

MELBOURNE: Twelve consortiums

are on the short list 1o run Victoria's
first casino, due to open in August,
1994, the Yictorian Casino Control Au-
tharity has announced,

The list would be shortened to three

or four as early as December this year,
and final sclection in June next year,
authaority chairman John Richards said
ina statement.

Of a total of 23 bidders, only 12 had

fulfilled requirements, he said.

Bidders had nominated a number of
possible sites within 3km of Mel-
bourne's central GPO, including sites in
the city's docklands area.

When the final selection was made, a

temporary licence would allow the con-
sortium 10 begin operations by August,
1994, Mr Richards said.

The temporary licence would give the

chosen group cash flow before it opencd
the casino permanently by late 1995,

Legal costs should
not be paid: poll

HOBART: Sixty-seven per cent of
Tasmanians are opposed (o the State
Government's decision to pay the legal
costs of key witnesses at last year's po-
litical bribery royal commission,

A stalewide telephone poll, which
surveyed 200 people in each of Tasma-
nia's five clectorates, was conducted by
the Universily of Tasmania's political
science depariment,

It also revealed 85 per cent of those
polled believed the State Government
should not pay the costs of the failed
Supreme Court chalicnge by former
Liberal Premier Robin Gray and the
managing director of ENT Lid David
McQuestin.

In the southemn electorate of Denison,
94 per cenl opposed payments for the
Supreme Court action,

The government has already sent out
cheques totalling almost $360,000 to
wilnesses who appeared before the in-
quiry, including Mr Gray, Mr McQues-
tin and the disgraced former ENT
chairman Edmund Rouse who attempl-

ed 10 bribe a Labor MP in June 1989,
The payouls have caused anger across
the state, particularly the payment 10
Rouse, a millionaire who was released
from jail in November last year afier
serving half of a three-year sentence for
offering the bribe.

Mr Gray and Mr McQuestin, who
were subjects of adverse findings from
the Carter royal commission, cach re-
ceived $117,500, while Rouse was given
almost $53,000

A furore erupted a fortnight ago when
the Attorney-General, Ron Cornish, re-
vealed Jim Cox, the bribe targel who
blew the whistle and exposed Mr
Rouse's plan, would receive no come
pensation,

The government was later forced into
an embarrassing back-down and said
Mr Cox would be paid $2000.

Premier Ray Groom said the total

costs of the royal commission and legal .

payouts would be more than $1.5 mil-
lion.

Adelaide man took
Jews away: witness

ADELAIDE: Alleged war criminal
Mikolay Berezowsky and two SS sol-
diers had escorted a Jewish woman and
twa children from a house on the day
that more than 100 Jews were exccuted
near the village of Gnivan in Ukraine,
the Adelaide Magistrates Court was told
yesterday.

Ukrainian witness Kazimir Lipin-
skiy, 77, said he had lived on the same
sireet as Berezowsky in Gnivan during
World War I and the aceused had womn
a“son of coat of arms” on the front ofa
black cap which indicated he was head
of the local police unit,

Early one moming in 1942, the three
Jews were led out of their house by
“Berezowsky and two S8 men”, Mr Lip-
inskiy told the war crimes hearing.

He said he saw the incident from his
own yard al “maybe six o'clock” and he
was told by others in the village that the
Jews of Gnivan had been executed at a
mass burial pit later that day.

But the court heard that in 1991 Mr
Lipinskiy failed 1o identify Berczows-
ky's photograph from a group of 12
different photographs taken from immi-
gration records about the time Bere-
zowsky came 10 Australia in 1949,

Mr Lipinskiy also told the court that
in 1944 he saw Berezowsky and another
Ukraine policeman leaving Gnivan on
a horse and cart just before the village
was liberated,

The prosecution has alleged that Her-
czowsky was the head of the local police
unit at Gnivan, recruited by the Nazis
1o keep order in the Ukrainian village
after it was occupicd in 1941,

Mr Lipinskiy is the last of the over-
seas eyewitnesses called lo give evi-
dence and his cross-cxamination will
continue today.

Berezowsky, a 78-year-old Adclaide
pensioner, is charged with being in-
volved in the murder of 102 Jews in
Gnivan between March and July 1942,

Ambitious project approved

MELBOURNE: The Victonan Gov-
crmment has approved an ambitious
$150 million housing and inland har-
bour development on the Mornington
Peninsula, south of Melbourne.

The Minister for Planning. Andrew
McCutcheon, said the project would in-
clude 700 homes, a shopping cenlre, a
molel, recreation reserves and moorings
and dry storage for more than 800 boats.

An artificial walerway linked 1o Port
Phillip Bay will form the centrepicce of
the 97ha Martha Cave project at Safety
Beach, near Mount Martha,

The development would be funded
by the privaie sector and would create

wq‘ik for 450 people, Mr McCutcheon
said.

The Government approved on Mon-
day planning scheme changes necessary
for the development.

The consortium of local property de-
velopers behind the project said they
expecled building to begin next year.

But it was not expected to be com-
pleted for another 10 years.

Consortium chairman Alan Maw
said the project’s concepl and design
was world-class.

But, he said, it had 1aken almost five
years for the project to reach the
go-ahead stage.

Tobacco lobby
tells states to
reject ban on
sponsorships

SYDNEY: The Tobaccoe Institute of
Australia has called on state and terri-
tory governments to reject federal pro-
posals for bunning tobacco sponsorship
of sport and the arts,

The institute said yesterday that ac-
cepting the ban would not only - hurt
sport and the arts, but would mean sur-
rendering “even more™ power to the Fed-
eral Government.

The Federal Government has decided
1o let existing sponsorship contracts run
their course or remain in effect until
December 31, 1995, whichever date
comes first,

“Some of the states alrendy have leg-
islation which governs this issue” the
institute said in a statement. “The stales
will, by supporting the [Government pro-
posals] do themselves and the people of
their state a disservice.

“Not only will the states be hinding
themselves to retrospective legisiation
and manipulation by the Federal Gov-
ernment, [but] the cost of doubling up on
legistution will have {o be borne, a5 usu-
al, by the states' taxpayers,”

The Federal Government's ruling ap-
plies to any organisation that held tobae-
co sponsorship on April L. The anly
exceplion is cnckcl, which will be al-
lowed to receive tobacco spullsnrﬁhip for
the 1995-96 season.

Uni heads
challenge
TAFE for
extra funds

Universities should be allowed to com-
peie for extra TAFE funding, the Aus-
tralian Vice-Chancellors Commiltee has
told the Government.

In a submission to the National Board
of Employment, Education and Training,
the vice-chancellors said o would be
more logical for extra funding for vora-
tional and technical training lo be award-
ed 1o the institution most able to provide
the services needed.

It said the board shiould ibok closely al
the assumplion that growth should be
diverted from higher education to TAFE.

This was "apparently predicated on the
basis that Australia’s greater need for the
foresecable Tuture is for vecational and
para-professional skills, rather than ser-
vice and value-added industries™,

“This, itselfl, is hased on an unpraven
assumption that Australia’s cconomic fu-
ture will depend on an expanding manu-
facturing sector,” the commiitee sdid.

The neceds of future industry would
require integrated delivery of education,
traiming and research,

“The need for personnel with generic
skills, Nexibility and openness to continu-
al learning supgest that such education
might be bener underiaken in suitable
universitics,” the commitiee said,

It also said the board needed to consid-
er two types of demand — student and
employer demand.

While there was a demonstrated strong
demand for university education, “there
is little convineing evidence of an cquiva-
lent demand for TAFE, other than as a
siepping stone 1o universily or in the
fields of tourism and hospilality™,

There was also little evidence that de-
mand ﬁ::rumwrsu:.' places translated into
demand for TAFE.

“Approximately 70 per ecnt oflhc un-
successful applicants for places in higher
education left the education svsiem with-
oul considering entry to TAFE as an al-
lernative,” the committee said.

Up to 50,000 people missed out on a
university place this year. — AP
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Damages to ex-prison

SYDNEY: A former prison offi-
cer was awarded almost $240,000
damagpes yesterday for psychologic-
al problems she suffered as a result
of being in charge of a unit dealing
with difficult prisoners.

Justice McInemey found in the
NSW Supreme Court that the Cor-
rective Services Commission was
negligent in failing to train her ade-
quately for the position.

He said Terry Josephine Parry,
38, had been appointed in Febru-
ary 1982 as officer in charge of a
special-care unit at the Mullawa
women's detention cenire at Silver-
water.

The unit was experimental, in-
volving face-to-face confrontations

beiween  selected prisoners and
prison officers.

“It involved a totally new con-
cept from the idea of the duties ofa
prison officer, and 1 accept re-
quired considerable adjustment by
the officers, including the plaintiff,
from the role of a purely custodial
officer,” Justice McInerney said.

The unit was stafTed by compar-
atively inexperienced officers, in-
cluding Ms Parry, who did not
have any professional training or
any real professional help in run-
ning the unit.

He said that despite many prom-
ises, Ms Parry was never given the
training she needed.

Another cause of stress was the

officer

lack of a reliable alarm system in
the unit, which was relatively iso=
lated from the rest of the prison
complex, he said.

Ms Parry, who is divorced witha
six-year-old daughter, left work on
sick leave in April 1983, and has
nol worked since.

She sued the commission, claim-
ing she was totally incapacitated
for any type of work.

Justice McInerney accepted that
she had a work-refated anxiety-de-
pressive reaction, but found that
she was capable of alternative em-
ployment after 1986.

He awarded her damages of
$239,619,

Preparing for possible
losses ‘had begun’

ADELAIDE: South Australia’s
Government Financing Authority
had begun preparing for possible
losses within its State Bank late in
1990 despite assurances from the
Premier, John Bamnom, of the
bank's health, the Jacobs Royal
Commission heard yesterday.

The under-treasurer, Peter Em-
ery, said that in the latter pari of
1990, the authority had liquidated
assets because it was worried the
bank might have liquidity prob-
lems which might become public.

But Mr Bannon told Parliament
in December 1990 that he retained
full confidence in the SBSA’s board
and management to ensure the
bank remained sucoessful.

In February last year, the State
Bank announced a shock $970 mil-
lion loss which stood a1 §2.2 billion
by July 1991,

Mr Emery said South Australia’s
Crown Solicitor had been consull-
ed on how money could be deliv-
ered 1o the bank if any problems
became public.

He said it had become evident in
the second half of 1990 that there
was a possibility some action
would be necessary.

Mr Emery said that later in that
period the Treasury had decided to
ke internal precautionary action.

“We were getting our finance au-
thorily liquid because we were wor-
ricd in a broad sense about what
was happening here, and the possi-
bility of negatives becoming public
and a problem of liquidity arising,”
he said.

“So we did ensurc that our fi-
nances were already liguid in case
those sort of problems arose.

Mr Emery said the action was

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-pagel13952805

only precautionary because Trea-
sury had no idea then of the extent
of the bank's problems.

In his written statement 10 the
inquiry, Mr Emery said in August-
September 1990 Treasury had de-
cided “some form of external in-
volvement™ would probably be
needed to break through the bank's
problems.

He said at that time there were
obviously preat problems within
the bank in making an adequate
assessment of the extent of its fi-
nancial problems.

Mr Emery said he felt these were
caused by factors including man-
agement incompetence, the State
Bank's information systems and a
reluctance in some quarters o face
up to the problems.

The inquiry is continuing.
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ACT DIVISION

MEETING THE HUMAN
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
.CHALLENGE '
OF THE 90s

A seminar on Wednesday 22 July 1992 in the Main
Commitiee Room, Parliament House, Canberra, to pro-
vide a forum for consideration of personnel manags
issues in the context of the current inquiry by the Public
Accounts Cammitee. It has been jointly organised by the
Committee and the Royal Institute of Public Administra-
tion Australia (ACT Division).

Speakers include:

* The Hon G F Punch, MP, Chair, JPAC

* Denis Ives, Public Service Commissioner

* Stuart Hamilton, Secretary, Department of Health,
Housing & Communiry Services

* Sheila Ross, Deparement of Social Security

* Bill Farmer, Depanument of Foreign Affairs & Trade

* Virginia Sererton, Australian Customs Service

* and members of the Public Accounts Commitee

Full details including brochure and registration costs are
available from RIPAA (ACT Division) on (06) 251 6060
of fax (06) 251 6324.
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