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G LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
"Dear’ Str,

_Re the recent vislt ol a soccar
ond table tennis team organlsed by
Sydnay Hakoah, the Hxecutive of JAB.A,
took strong exception to the report Gf
one of the Bydney Jewish papers desig-
nating it Melbourne-Sydnsy Sports Car-
nival and Inferring that this was an
interstate mesting.

The Jewish Amateur Sports Asso-
gintion g the N.8.W. member of the
Anstralian: Judnean Sport Coupell, whosa
members {nclude AJAX, (Melbourned,
Maccabean Youth Cluh (Perth), and
Judaean Sports Cluh (Brisbane), who
are afillated with the World Macecabl.
The AJ B0 i the only body respop-
slie for Jawizh interstate sports carnivala
in Australia, and the J.ABA, belng the
N.S8W. member, fesls that in falrness
to their constiuent clubs in Sydney, the
report was mislending and has created
the wrong  impression,

It is the J.A.S.A's duty and first con-.
sideration to [foster sport amongst the
Jewish clubs, and whilst we do mot
object to tenms visiting Irom other
states, 'which can only further the aims
of Jewish sport, we do, however, feel
strongly about any attempt to usurp
the -fumetion of the JASA., and labei
these viaits Interstate BSpotts Carnivols.

Az other sporting bodies affiliated with
the T.A.S.A. have shown resentment to
the paport, we feel that our explanation
trn vour . paper at your earliest oppor-
tunity wounld clarify the matter,

" Yours faithfully,
€. GREENSTEIN,
PN 'I:'Inn.f Eeu, TASA.

Yaﬁtﬂrﬁay 1- hearrl' 'that T,
;ﬂxt]«arua.tmnL Gh:mcellnr of the West ‘Ger-
‘man Rapuhnc asited tha Jews td Lelp
rubuﬂﬂ ‘Germany. - I—le wnul:] do every-
thing possible to make good the damage
they had suffered at the bands of the
Nazls.

In my opinion. no Jew who WwWas =0
fortunate ae to be admitfed to TU.S.A,
or Anstralia, at least, would like 'to o
hack tn Germany, though I do not doubt
the sincerily of Dr. Adenaver's inten-
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the ainr:m'ily ul' ‘DI‘ ﬁﬂenauera inten-
tiong. The Mozl sympathisers are still
very strong, ond no sane Jew should
undargo. that gﬂvantura, There are, how-
ever, etill some ‘people 'who feel as
“Gorman citizens of Jawish faith."
Compare, on the other hand, Pastor
"Wiemoller's suggestion to bring German
farmers out to Australia. Bven with very
cn.rﬂﬁj_.l soreaning, many a MNazi may slip

throiigh, thuos inereasing the number of .

anti-Semites in this muntrr
But - Jews in  the Diaspora are now
botter off than in former times. HEvon
if our- Etate ‘af Israel cannot harbour
all Jews, it gfvﬂﬂ 1s-a strong prestize
dnd a feeling of strength.
vl Yours Talthfully,
b PTE G LEVIN.
T L=

Dear Sir,

Az 1 find that some penple in ths

Sydney Jewish community -seem to be
under. & misapprobenzion as to the role
of Pastor Niemoller and the true charace
ter of his misgion in Austrelia, I would
Hke to draw your attention to soms
facts pbhout the man who—under tha
cloak of religion— ia & traveller for Gers
man  watlopalizm, Whilst the Pastor
ﬂpp{}ﬂaﬂ the Naziz on religious: izgues,.
he never clearly came out sgainst them.

In fact, It appears from availible
evidence, . that Pastor- MNlemoller was

attracted to the Nazl Party soon after

ita foundation. According to @ booklet
published in 1938, under the title “Martin
Niemoller und sein Bekenntnls," by tha
Bwiss REvangelical Relief for the Con-
fessing Church -in Germany, Niemoller,

1924, onwards,-voted for the Hitler Party
sinee, in the words of the booklet, ita
programme “for & national revival was
fundamentally hia own, with itz vehe-
ment denfal of all that was meant by
individualism, parliamentarlanism, pacl-
fism, Marxism, Judalsm."

In line with these views, Pastor Nie-
moller made ne protest azalpst the

pogroms perpetrated by the Nagzls in

Berlln durlng the Jewish High Holldnvs
of 1930 and 19%1. Even In 1933, he mnde
nn :Imteut ag&ln&t .-&ntl‘.—Semiﬂnm in

a & -
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no protest | against  anti-Semitism o
Germany, he was merely opppsed to the
introduction of the Aryen paragraph
into the Protestant Church, ‘demanding
that fha Church malke no distinctlon he-
twoen members of Teutonic and those
of Semitie origin, As late os March, 1833,
he votad for Hitler, and in 1947 the
Pastor apologised for hiz action by
claiming that the Feuhrer had deceivet
him, as he, Niemoller, had failed to pay
attention to the **bad aspects of Nazlam."

When he did realise, after- 1033, that
his attitude had produced unexpectea
results, in that It hit not only the Jews,
but evervthing tainted with the “Jewiah
Spirit"—nolably, the Christian teligion—
Pastor Niemoller hegan to protest, though
by no means strongly, as. he himael?
recoghised in 1946: “I aski-myself over
and over again, what would have hap-
penad i 14,000 Evangelical Ministers of
the Evangelical communities all over
Germany had defended the truth with
their very lives In the wears '1933 - or
1324, when it .mnst aurely have haan
posaible tn do so.

In 1937, as a result of a numbér of
sermons he dellvered, Pastor WNiemoller
was arrested and placed in the Sach-
Benhausen concentration camp,

Yet, In spite of this, and the persecu-
tion Pastor Niemoller siffered as a
prizoner In tha concentration camp, in
September, 1039, he offered to serve I
the German Navy (in ‘hich he had
already aerved as a U-hoat Commander
during . World War 1.). Hia reguest waa
turned down. His explanation for hiy
action underlines his natlonallstic atti-
tude, ‘which is by no means reconeilabls
with his' alleged anti-Npzism, He =ald
that “he realised that as a German and
a Ghristian he could not wish for Hitler™s
defeat as thizs would have meant the
end of Germany."

After the war, in January’ 194'1’, Mle-
maoller, speaking on the gquestion aof
anti:Bemitism in Germany, declared that
It had come to an end and would not
relurn, ¥, . . pity for Jews and a feeling
of that what has been done_to the Jaws
had been avenged not by the Allles, but

God, Is the outstanding psychic rey
‘In the German natlon'” This statem,
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in the German natlen.” Thig stateme
was [nterpreted by- demoerats in
United States as an attempt to goo
& favourahle conslderstion nf 2 iy
Gaman Btate.

He was denounced by Rabbl Step
Wise, In a letter for the Federal Coyy
of Churches of Christ In Ameriea, ghu
organised Niemoller's vislt to the Unjs
States. The late Dr, Wise Wrole:
am bound to declare that Niemoilar
not so borne himsel throughout
unzpeakabls ‘' Hitler years as to
the respect or comfidence of the Cpn
Han peoples of America, When Hijg
launehed the movement -destined tg 4
the most dlsasirous in human histary
the Rev. Niemoller became his enthusfas
tie supporter.” Some of Nis recent sia
ments sirongly econfirm the impressiol
that Pastor Nlemoller, in the worda's
the Amerlean Army Chaplain, Samod
Teltelbaum, “ls the kind that is capayy
of placing the mark of respectahipy
upon Naziam and Fascizm.'” |

According to a report from the Worll
Jewish Congress on April 1, 1048, mupg
indignation has heen evoked ln Germps
by the outrageous testimony befors
Munich court, given by Pastor Niemofl
during the trlal of three B.S.
minals, whom he described as “German
liealists.” Thess criminals’ were
eommandants of the gas chambers
Oswiesism, but Pastor Niemoller
serlbed their function as "duty exaoitel
conzclentioualy like good derman ml
diers,” Owing to Niemoller's defon
these murderers were acquitted by U
Court. i

“Since ‘lids visit to Australia, the ‘eoy
rageous man who fefied Hitler,"
not hmra & single word of condamnatio
against the Nazizs for commitiing th
greatest orime in history—the ‘wiping cu
of millions of our people. There ¢
e no feeling of sympalhv towards:
man who Is earryine the flag of Germen
chauvinism and asks for forgiveness fo
those whose hands ere stalned with thy
blood of our dearest.

Yours falthfully, .
"MARK COHEN.

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article131103632



