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ovt still

ling

ees — allegedly without
ull consultation with the Govern-
ent ~ but did not came (o «
nal decision on the miatter,

emment advisers last night

i ',nuu MK Government's rhetoric at face’
“mmoﬂ value.

CANBERRA: Federal Cabi-  “But once the Government
net’s Expendituré Review Com- . Iearnt the practical consequences
mittee | will meet again_ this of ils rhetoric, it panicked and is
: 110’ consider ways of - now threatening 0 turn
d fthesenior  upside down and pillory the,

- 5 T
‘executives in OTC's _ “The Government should not-
pay',{lispme with the . be two-faced on micro-economic
¢ 3 reform or. the operation of lhe
rday the i luicc busingss
OTC's' but | should ack ledge that |
ecision to:award pay rises to its OTC’s actions were necessary to

in skilled and experienced

S¢natoP Lewis said he™did not
believe there was any direction for
OT(‘ o comply with the Govern-
ial relations. cosor-

the Gi

was still looking for ways to
démonstrate publicly it would not
lerate a repeat of OTC's actions
inother government enterprises

The Government has alrcady
veferred: pay rises awarded by
.OTC to two groups of its employ-
ecs
officers — to: the Arbitration
‘Commission, which has set down
a hearing for today.
- |'The Minister for Communica-
. tions, Mr- Willis, says the exe
« lives’ pay rise was arran,
without his knowledge or that ol
his ministerial ‘colicagues, and
there: have been strong rumours
©*  that the Minister is umsuhmu.

- the dismissal -of OTC’s chief
] executive, Mr George Maltby, ind

lhe Io-mtmberOT(. commission.
' But the Opposition spoKesman
on communications, Senator Aus-
. ! tin'Lewis, said-Mr Maltby and his
" colleagues should rot be used :
N\
»

.scapegoats for the Government's
lack - of courage in_micro-cco-
nomicreform.

“Government actions and thet
oric since the last clection have
encouraged OTC and other gov-
emment husmc\t tnlclp!lsu o
‘belieye that he G
wanted them 10

= technicians and maritime ,

uon arrangements and
pointed out that the OTC Act,
which governs the commission’s
operations, does not make provi-
sion for thie minister to make such
directions.

“Mr Maltby and his collcagu:t
have done nothing wrong," he:
said.

“Their actions are within the

provisions of the governing legis-
lation and in response to Govern-
ment cally for government
business _enferprises to . become
more compcl:(nc d commer-
cially oriented,” he said.
A senior union official told the
Herald -yesterday that the major-
ity of staff at OTC appeared to be
“generally supportive™
Malthy.
“Most people appear to think
a good bloke,” the source

he
said.

However, there had been com-
plaints from some staff that QTC
management had presspred
employees to sign a petition in
support of Mr Maltby — “a
manager would walk over and say
*sign this' and that's plcssurc in

.anyone’s language.”

The petition, which “was first
circulated on Tuesday under
“OTC_ Staff Association™ letter-
head. is now headed simply “OTC
after complaints from the
rative and Clerical Offi-
cers’ Association that it was not a
legitimate organisation.

By MIKE SECﬁOM!E

CANBERRA: The Federal
Government's long-debated war
crimes legislation passed an emer-
gency session of Parliament last
night, without amendménts to
protect Australian ex-service per-
sonnel from prosecution.

The bill has been amended to

Amendments to the bill also:

@ State that-any trials under the

new legislation be conducted

under the ordinary -rules which

applied in Australian criminal

trials.

@ Provide that nothing in the bill

¢ taken to exclude, limit or
the of nor-

limit it to crimes in the
Exropean theatre of war between

mal rules of evidence and proce- *

including the power to take action
to prevent abuse of process.

® Preclude extradition unless a-
prima facie case is established that
the.extradition offence was a war

ime.
® Require _that prucecdmgs
" against an allcged war criminal
~take place in"that person’s home
State or Te|

ry.
The bill has. been with (hc

War crimes blll passes emergency sessmn

. 29,1945, s

wis ‘examined®at Icnglh by a
.Senate committee: 4
Opposition spcakm have con-
sistently claimed the legislation _
was L\rgely dcsngned to appease

The special . unit ‘set up to
investigate allegations of Nazi war
criminals. living in’ Australia_has
already. examined ‘more thén 550
cases and -is, believed" mdy to

ewis|
because it excluded the| Pacific
war ‘and other substqucm con-
flicts, including Viegnam. | F
The bill has been consistently
opposed by the RSL, the Oppo!

of Mr |

September,.1, 1939, and October .

dure.or the powers of the courts, ,‘Senale for a year, dunng which it

tion and some ethnic group

Labor historian and speech wrwer Graham Freudenberg ...“He’s the henrloom, chenshed and pqs sed on fmm generaﬁon to generation.”

its first

The office -of .the' Commion--

wealth Director of Public Prosecu-
tions is expecting “its first brief.
early inithe new- year and prosecu-
tions. could ‘start wnhm slx
monlll

Picturg by BRUCE MILLER

Thje day Labors perenmal speech- erter spoke his mind

speakin;

By MARK COULTAN

he words of Graham Freudenberg.

ALP};adus'come and go, but they keep

. Since{Calwell, Freudenberg has been

writing the thoughts of people like Whitlam,

Wran, Unsworth, Hawke and now Bob Carr.
s+ Yesterday he wrote his own. He gave the

McKell

Lecture — the-major ALP philo-

sophical statement of the year.

As he said’ at the outsel

general
if I coul

: “When the
secretary [of the ALP] first asked me
1d do the 1988 McKell Lecture, my

immediate thought was: ‘Who will I be
writing it for this time?'™
He has written two_previous McKel

lecture:

1)
s, for Neville Wran and Blrri&

Unsworth, Iml his delivery is pare Whitlam.
havea touch of
the Wran style. The most vnriollc part of his

qu;F

speech  concerned. the Wrd mment’s ' pone more so than Graham

gm;’:;:lﬂw:'ml"h::;g;:“x fo '{::;:‘: is working.on la book for the mom-
R“wﬂMurdothandRobenSn;‘y » annivemrynl‘llu NSW bralgchullheplm

“Those in rty, whateyer .h,;, This was the core of his speech. The Labor
motives, who v mlngly orotherwise encour-  Party was not based on socialism. In fact, he
aged the self-segving Fairfax line.that there 537 that the party had never been united
“werc other con¥iderations, have much to. an ideology.- The single greatest
answer for. soyree of its strength was its history. "

““Unwittingly they helped ‘Fairfax set a
climate which deepened and ‘darkened unul

the deluge of March 1988.”

¥o the ALP, he represents a continuing
history. As Michael Egan, the MLC, suid.

“Hes the heirloom, nhmshvd.nnd pnm on
from genen\ion to generation.”

The ALP is obsessed about its history, nml

* In 1965 the Labor Smg Government had
+'been, beaten at'the polls, .he said, over an
internal party ‘crisis 'over- state id for
schools.

“The Iolgtst-eslahhsbcd Labor- Govern-

ment was

destroyed in the name ofa principle

which, at the beginning of its 25-year rule
with McKell would have been regarded as, at
most, peripheral to Labor's concerns; and

which now, h
not regarded as a Labor principle atall.”
And, as he pointed out yesterday, for much
- of its history the basis of the party’s appeal
was its White’ Australia policy, despite the
current immigration debate.
“We have rewritten the policy, but we can
not rewrite the history.” he said. “In facing
. lhe facts of Immrv‘ we need | neither ;

qulrlernl' 4 century on, is

to fund a bid ... by af

corpcra(e sponsorship or’ Mvé‘w—
ing,” board said
“We will continue to hold di

.sions’ with Olympu: Games on‘- 3
cials with a view to bidding for the
Games’ rights.” - 4
‘Robbery charges
Police have charged| two men
' over an armed robbery in July
| dgring which the Rugby League
 coach. Mr Don Furner was taken
1o Queanbeyan' Leagues Club and
ordered to open a safe. A police
spokesman said thé men, aged 35
and 26, were: charged yeslnrdly
with armed .robbery and various

| kidnapping offences. They are

already in custody in refation to -
other offences; and will'appear in
Qneanheyan Local Court on Jan-
vary

Publlc backs thrl

Readers responded to a profile
of Mum Shirl in yesterdays
Herald, offering goods, servlces
and. money. The article said, her.
altruism had been exploited by the
State Government, and called on it
to pay off the mongo;ewon her
house in resognition of her
unfunded work for'the comirunity.
Mr Asia appeal fails.

The NSW Court of Ceiminal
Appeal declined yesterdpy tq
quash the conviction -of J,amcs
{Diamond Jim) Shepherd, a mem-
her of the Mr Asia drug syndwaie.
for conspiracy to supply heroin
swith the former syndicate-head,
Terrence John Clark. In Decem-
ber 1986, Shepherd, from New
Zealand, was sentenced to |20,
years” jail .with no non-
parole’period.

WA Lib censured

A WA Liberal MP who allcgpd
that Government . MPs . were
involved in a phone-tapping con-
spiracy was censyred by Parliament
yesterday after failing to substanti-
ate his allegations.' A committec
found that Mr. George:Cash had
abused parliamentary pnwl:gc\

No payout to Nauru

The Government has said it will

nor s

We,
of our generation, would only have ciuse for
. shame had we allowed the wei
“prevent us from changing the pol

it of history
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25/12 Winter Sunday.timetable,

27112 Samie as 26/
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26/12 Public Holiday timetable for all buses Which meet Inner Harbour Ferries,
Al other husm on Summer Sunday timetable. -

~11pm and from the city and Manly until

Our holiday tlmetables
ugetserious about
the silly season

;L'm"‘ﬁl i’
imvg liieﬁﬁ
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o= -

+ Urban Transit's hol liday bus and ferry tietables have been prepared to
provide uanspon services that match the holiday needs 6f Sydney

+ | We've put on N»gh\ Owl buses and extra late ferfies to get you home
| iafter partics and celebrations. And we've allocated services on all
T “Yrenites to meét traditional travelling demands. Here's a summary to cut

23112 Normal thetableplus new Night Ol serics. .
1| 28112 Normal Saturday timetable plus Night Owls. .

2 snunsay llmelahle plus Night Owls #hd additinal sew-m xo\qﬂe\my
i13-330

+AGC- mistakenly p
“rate of interest on thy

Farmers fight AGC loan error

By JANET FIFE-YEOMANS

An cxpensive mistake which
fed to 300-NSW farmers being ¢
overcharged in interest rates
could cost the Australian Guar-
antee Corporation as much as $3
million — und leave the I‘.mnu\
with interest-free loans. .

The farmers and some truck

drivers. who took Yodns from ‘AGC.

AGC-after. Febriary 1985 have
been, l’l:p‘lylnp, them at a higher
rate of interest than- usudl after
the wrong
contracts.

Under the NSW Credit- Act,
once a.lénder incorrectly s
an ingerest rate, it loses il
0 any interest charges and MU\I
upply to the Commercial Tribu-
nal to have the: charges rein-
stated.

Now AGC has taken its case
10 the tribunal to gerthe farmers
10 pay up.

Yesterday' the farmers J\kid-
the tribunal to force AGC

THE COURTS
r—————

hand over financial records held
on the farmers along with
evidence of what the company,
has done to remedy the mistake
so the farmers can ﬁ:hl its_
application.

Their request was opposcd by

“If the compnny was as loath
to hand over its money as it is to
show its documents, then none
of us would be here,” said Mr
John Basten, counsel for Il of
the farmers.

The error, which occurn.d
randomly on loam accounts
which were repaid yearly, u.:?

discqvered in- 1985.by a Victos
fian farmer who was charges
18.39" per tent interest- on a
contract loan of $102,000 at 17

‘percent.

It has also affected 1,600
mers in Victoria as well as the
in NSW.

‘,rlr Basten told “the_tribunal
t it was clear from .un
avit by AGC's: consumer
division head office credit ana-
lyst, Mr Kerineth Shepherd, that
the company had taken exten-
sive steps ‘over the past 18
months to investigate the extent
of ‘the error ard take steps to
rectify it.

But AGC was still makihg the

al

“error as late as this year, said Mr

Basten.

He said it was crilic:ﬂ to find
out why it had taken the
company {8 months from the
;time the error was discovered
bcl‘oxe itbegan its investigation,

The case first came before the
tribunal in May and Mr-Basten
said the delays in getting the
documentation - were  becoming
oppressive to the farmers.

He said these w
often with litle edy n and
little understanding off§inancial
matters who wanted- to -know

¢ farmers

what was going to happen with
their loans. .

Mr John Stowe, QC, for AGC.
accused Mr Basten of emba kuu,
on a “fishing -expeditios

The company has, told the
tribunal it would. cost-it up to
$1.74,000 in mun-hours 10 search
lorllu relevant documents.

* Mr, Stowe said the farmers

were. fiot “rural peasants™ but.

businessmen who ran large
operations. -
The deputy .chairman | of thé
(‘ommercnal Tribunal, Mr Bob

The Good -
Samaritan
"was over
the limit

By PAULENE TURNER
A man won 3 Supreme Court
appeal yesterday against his
conviction for aiding and abet-
ting a woman in driving over the
alcohol limit:

reserved his decision
unul today.

Only- 14 of the 300 :aneclcd
NSW farmers are represented
before the tribunal but the finidl
ruling will have ramifications for
all of them.

In Vietoria, AGC has taken its

~case to the equivalent ‘of the

Commercial Tribunal.which last
month ordered the company to
hand over similar records to
those beine sought in NSW.

not’ to a $72 million
compensation, payout to the tiny
Pacific island of Nauru which) a
commission of inquiry has ruom-

mended it should pay.
volume report-into the rch;\bi ta:
tion of the worked-out phosphate
lands- on Nauru Says Australip,-
New Zealand #nd Britain should
collectively contribute for the
destruction caused by phosphate
mining on the istand.
Greenies get $1:1m
More than SL.1 milljon will be
given to conservation groups in
grants this financial ‘year, the
Federal .Goverhment announced
yesterday.'Heading the list of 44
groups to- receive ;money is the
Auslrxhan Conservation Founda-
tion, which will receive $167,80D
‘in -administrative ’rln«s. plus

He had allowed her lo dnve another $10,000 for 'the orsams-
him home, in his car, aﬂet a %oninnmnlleonfennce. 1
birthday - o i

Vincenzo’ Cavallaro was con- Starfish - inqun'y -
victed in Déniliquin Local Court | - An ' independent. inquiry will
for aiding and abetting, counsel- investigate the extent of the threat

ling and procuring-Ann Landy,
on October 10 last year, iin ‘the
offenice of driving with ‘more
than the

posed to the Great Barrier Reef't by
the crown of thorns starfish, the
Minister for ironment, $crra»

tion of alcohol.

For this he was fines
disqualified from dri
lhn:c months.

Veetardas

50and

tor
terday. A recent study of 220 recl:
claimed to have found two-thirdy
of them “substantially”™ dJmaged
by starfish.




