Truth (Sydney, NSW : 1894 - 1954), Sunday 11 December 1949, page 35

Melb. Echo Of Nazi
Horrors Must Be

¢

Probed

(FROM TRUTH'S MELBOURNE OFFICE)
SEVERAL Polish Jews now living in

Melbourne have made a series of
amazing charges against one of their
countrymen, now a tailor in Bourke St.,
Melbourne. They allege the tailor tor-
®_tured_them_and was partiallv responsible

for many deaths while they were together |
in the infamous Auschwitz Il concen-
tration camp, Birkenau, Poland, when it
was under command of Joseph Kramer,
later hanged as ‘‘the Beast of Belsen.
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r schek, who came to Austra- mﬁtﬂm W, arnisrale
lia more than two years ago, “1f they give a decision

admits he held a position of au-
thority in the horror camp, but
denies the charges, the makers
of which have been interviewed
by members of the CIB. This
week he said to Truth: “I am
the best tailor in Australia.
Other tailors krow it. They
are jealous. They are plotting
to drive me out of business.”
Truth publishes the story of
the amazing allegations made
against Bontschek, and his de-
nials, because we consider it a
matter of grave public import-
ance, requiring immediate im-
partial investigation.
Bontschek said he had ap-
roached the Jewish Board of
puties to arbitrate in the
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ceived no threata,

more or less, recent arrivals in §
Australia,

malicious and unfounded those

against me, and I am sure they
won't, then I will leave Aus-
tralia,” he said.

Said onme of ithe persons
making the alle-ations te
Truth:

Bontschek says he has re- |
The parties involved are all, &
The charges are of such a

ave nature that it is obvious 1
at if the allegations are

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article168962977

“T would kill him if

it were mot for my wife” . ..
and, . . . "I would kill him
if T thought I would get a
light gaol sentence.”




malicious and unfounded those
making them should not be
allowed to remain in this coun-
try. If, on the contrary, they
are substantially true, Bont-
schek’'s presence here should
not be permitted for a week.
Truth this weex interviewed
six people who, having been
warned of what they were do-
ing, signed statutory declara-
tions solemnly declaring they
were in Auschwitz while Bont-
schek was there as “Capo.”
Broadly their allegations
| against Bontschek are:
| @ In the camp he held a posi-

| tion known as Capo (a con-
centration ecamp internee

' Elncedin an;sition of trust
y the Nazis).
P He gained favor with the
Nazis by ill-treating mem-
bers of his own race.

P Some of them say he bashed
them personally without
reason.

P He deprived people of food
when they were starving.

® He forced them to work
when it was unnecessary.

® He treated them more
léif,dl'shlr than the Germans

® He obtained the best for
himself in the camp while
they starved.

® He flogged prisoners until
they became so weak they
were unn%l; to work and
consequen were sent to
the gas chambers,

These six people have made
sworn statements before a jus-
tice of the peace.
the six people are withheld for
the present, but their concen-

are tattooed on their arms are:

o -

145101, 82125, 87335, 46769, 133159
‘and 75288,

Truth called on Heinrich
Bontschek at his office in
Bourke 8t., Melbourne, this
?rrfek. and interviewed him In

e
Scholem Bontschek,

Heinrich Bontschek said he

was ordered to take the posi-
| tion of “Cana™ at ths samn
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tration camp numbers, which |

resence of his brother, |
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wWas oraereg 0 [AKe Lhe posi-
tion of “Cape” at the camp.
“I am the best tailor in Aus- |

| iralia,” he said. “"Other tailors |

|

know it. They are jealous.
They are pleoit to puit me
out of b "

He said he had heard of the
allegations made against him
as long ago as three months
after he arrived in Australia.
They were not true, he said.

Bontschek said that as the
“Capo” of a section, the Ger-
mans would beat him if any-
thing went wrong in his sec-
tion. He passed on a hiding to
the man r ble to “stop
him doing silly things" because
all the Jews in the camp might
Eekpunlahed for one man's mis-
ake.
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Bontschek denied that any
risoner he had beaten had
ecome s0 weak he would
have to be taken to the gas
chambers, He also denied
that more ple were sent
to the gas chambers from his
section than from any other.

It was untrue, sald Bontschek
that he had withheld food [rom
prisoners.

When Truth asked why, If, as
he said the allegations were
untrue, Bontsch had not
taken action for slander, Scho-
lem Bontschek said that if they
wergle gi\reﬁxllk ithe tﬂnmeiz; ofﬁthe
peo making the allegations
action would be taken.

“We can produce credentials
and statements from people
who were in the camp with my
brother and who support
our version of affairs,” said
Scholem Bontschek, “If the
Jewish Board of Deputies de-
cides against my brother, we
will leave Australia.”

Before Truth left it was

reed that Truth should tele-
phone Scholem Bontschek that
night and make arrangements
for him to produce documents

and witnesses who would give
his bro 's side of the story.
Truth telephoned and ar-

ranged to talk to him next day
alter he had spoken to his soli-
citor. Next day. he told Truth
his solicitor had advised Hein-
rich Bontschek to say nothing
further, as the matter was now
bhefore the Jewish Board of
Deputies,
~ The substance of the charges
is known to the Federal
Security Service, but if any
action has so far been taken,
neither the public nor the ac-
cusers know anything of it.
Truth is of the o on that
a judicial or quasi-judicial in-
quiry should be instituted at
once to investigate the allega-
tions outlined in statutory de-
Elamtlnns held by Truth, wht'ch
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clarations held by Truth, which

form a 1|l::‘rin'm facie case requir-
lng e nation.
f Bontschek is a victim of

error or malice, he should be
iven an opportunity to con-
ront his accusers.

If the allegations are un-
founded, then action should be
taken against the persons mak-
Ing them,

{f the allegations are found
to be correct, then Bontschek
should be deported from Aus-
tralia with the absolute mini-
mum of delay.
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Heinrich Bontschek, who denies allegations that asz
“Capoe” in the infamous Auschwitz concentration camp,
he beat and tortured fellow prisoners.
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