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Melb.Echo Of Nazi
HorrorsMust Be

Probed
(FROM TRUTH'S MELBOURNE OFFICE)

SEVERALPolishJews now livingin
Melbourne have made a seriesof

amazingchargesagainstone of their
countrymen,

now a tailorin BourkeSt.,
Melbourne.

Theyallegethe tailortortured

for manydeathswhiletheyweretogether

in the infamousAuschwitz II
concentration

camp, Birkenau,Poland,when it
was undercommandof JosephKramer,
laterhangedas "theBeastof Belsen."

THE tailor,Heinrich Bontschek,

who came to Australia

more than two years ago,
admitshe helda

position
of

authority

in the horrorcamp, but
deniesthe charges, the makers
of which have been interviewed

by membersof the C.I.B.This
week he said to Truth:"I am
the best tailorin Australia.

Other tailors know it. They
are jealous. They are plotting

to driveme out of
business."

Truth publishes the storyof
the amazing allegations made

against Bontschek,and his denials,

because we consider it a
matterof grave publicimportance,

requiringimmediateimpartial
investigation.

Bontschek said he had approached

the Jewish Board of

Deputies to arbitrate in the
matter.

"If they give a decision

againstme, and I am surethey
won't,then I will leave

Australia,"

he said.
Said one of the persons

making the allegations to
Truth:"I would kill him if

it were not for my wife"...
and.. . . "I wouldkillhim
if I

thought
I wouldget a

light gaol sentence."
Bontscheksays he has received

no threats.
The parties involvedare all,

more or less,recent arrivals in
Australia.

The chargesare of such a
gravenature that it is obvious

that if the allegations are
malicious and unfounded those
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malicious and unfounded those

makingthem shouldnot be
allowed to remainin this country.

If, on the contrary,they
are

substantially
true, Bontschek's

presence here should
not be permittedfor a week.
Truth this week interviewed

six peoplewho, havingbeen
warnedof what they were doing,

signed statutory declarations

solemnly declaringthey
were in Auschwitz while Bontschek

was there as "Capo."
Broadly their allegations

against Bontschek are:
* In the camphe helda

position

known as Capo (a
concentration

camp internee

placed in a
position

of trust
by the Nazis).

* He gainedfavorwith the
Nazis by

ill-treating members
bers of his own race.

* Someof themsay he bashed

them personallywithout
reason.

* He deprivedpeopleof food
when they were starving.

* He forced them to work
when it was

unnecessary.

* He treated them more
harshlythan the Germans
did.

* He obtained the best for
himselfin the camp while
they starved.

* He flogged prisoners until
they becameso weak they
were unableto work and
consequently

were sent to
the gas chambers.

Thesesix people have made
swornstatementsbeforea justice

of the peace.Names of
the six peopleare withheldfor
the present, but their

concentration

camp numbers, which
are tattooedon theirarms are:

145101, 82125,87335,46769,133159
and 75288.

Truth called on Heinrich
Bontschek at his officein
Bourke St., Melbourne, this
week, and

interviewed
him in

the presence of his brother,

Scholem Bontschek.
Heinrich Bontschek said he

was ordered to take the position

of "Capo" at the camp.
"I am the besttailor in

Australia,"

he said. "Other tailors
know it. They are jealous.

They are plottingto put me
out of business."

He said he had heardof the
allegationsmade againsthim
as long ago as threemonths
after he arrived in Australia.

Theywerenot true,he said.
Bontschek said that as the

"Capo" of a section, the Germans

would beat him if anything

went wrong in his section.

He passedon a hidingto
the man

responsible
to "stop

him doing silly things" because

all the Jewsin the campmight
be punishedfor one man'smistake.
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JEWISH INQUIRY
Bontschekdenied that any

prisonerhe had beaten had
become so weak he would
haveto be takento the gas
chambers.He also denied

that more people were sent
to the gas chambersfrom his
sectionthan from any other.

It was untrue,said Bontschek

that he had withheld food from
prisoners.

When Truthaskedwhy, if, as
he said the allegations were
untrue, Bontschek had not
taken actionfor slander, Scholem
Bontschek said that if they
were giventhe namesof the
people making the allegations

actionwould be taken.

"We can producecredentials

and statements from people
who werein the campwithmy
brother and who will support

our version of affairs," said
Scholem Bontschek. "If the
JewishBoard of Deputies decides

againstmy brother, we
will leave Australia."

Before Truth left it was
agreedthat Truth shouldtelephone

Scholem Bontschek that
night and make arrangements

for him to produce documents

and witnesses who would give
his

brother's
side of the story.

Truth telephonedand arranged
to talk to him next day
after he had spokento his

solicitor.

Next day. he told Truth
his solicitor had advised Heinrich

Bontschek to say nothing
further, as the matter was now
before the Jewish Board of
Deputies.

The substance of the charges

is known to the Federal
Security Service, but if any
actionhas so far been taken,
neitherthe publicnor the accusers

know anything of it.
Truth is of the opinionthat

a judicial or
quasi-judicial inquiry

should be instituted at
once to

investigate
the

allegations

outlined in statutory declarations

held by Truth, which

held by Truth, which
form a primafaciecase

requiring

explanation.
If Bontschekis a victimof

erroror malice,he should be
given an

opportunity
to confront

his accusers.

If the
allegations

are
unfounded,

then action should be
taken against the persons making
them.
If the

allegations
are found

to be correct, then Bontschek

shouldbe deported from Australia

with the absolute minimum

of delay.



Truth (Sydney, NSW : 1894 - 1954), Sunday 11 December 1949, page 35 (4)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article168962977

HeinrichBontschek, who denies allegationsthat as
"Capo" in the infamousAuschwitz concentration

camp,
he beat and tortured fellow prisoners.


