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Businessmen opt 
to go lower class 

TOM BALLAMTYNE 
• AvftOon Editor 

AYERS ROCK: A minority of 
AjutraHa'i high-flying business-
men, Indudint company chief 
executives, have abandoned the 
luxury of first class air travel and 
taken enthusiastically to discount 
air fares, according to a new 
survey. 

In the fac« of continuing 
recession, the survey shows that a 
staggering 75 per cent of compa-
nies have.used cheap air tickets 
sinct aviation, deregulation 
arrived in November last year. 

While 68, per" cent of senior 
executives and 71 per .cent of 
non-award employees have 
movdd up'the back of the plane, 
perhaps more surprising is the S7 
pei'cent of company chief execu-
tives who have foresaken wide 
seats, fine foed and wine to travel 
economy! 

Airlines have admitted they are 
doing badly in the crucial high^P 
yield business market - the front 
end of the aircraft is where they 
make most of their profits — and 
the news that the country's 
business leaders have abandoned 
high-cost airline tickets in droves 
is a bad omen. 

i* The ,major domestic carriers, 
Ansett an# Australian, have 
sptnt millions of dollars in tl>e 

East; 12 months on wider seats, 
ettfer service and facilities, and 

frequent flyer schemes to lure 
buimessmefi back. 

Business travel fell off dramat-
ically in the wake of the disas-
trous domestic pilots' dispute, 
and has never fully recovered. 

The wide-ranging survey was 

undertaken by the highly 
PA Consulting Group 

salary levels 
. It was carried.outjin September 

and covered * wide range of 
companies around Australia in 
the manufacturing, finance, gen-
eral business services and non-
manufacturing sectors. 

PA Consulting Group's man-
ager of salary surveys, Mr Ron 
Reynolds, said it had been 
decided to include questions 
about air travel for the first time 
because of deregulation, the 
availability of discounts and the 
opportunity for businessmen to 
use them to cut costs in difficult 
trading times. 

The results showed that since 
deregulation arrived, 25 per cent 
of companies have actually 
changed their travel policies, with 
IS per cent downgrading them. 

More than half of chief execu-
tives and two-thirds of senior 
executives were reported as fly-
ing economy on domestic jour-
neys of less than three hours. 

Nine per cenr of chief execu-
tives and two per cent of senior 
executives flew first class, while 
37 and 25 per cent respectively 
used business class. 

There were only marginal 
changes in seating preferences on 
longer domestic journeys, which 
would mainly apply to the 
lengthy trans-coniinental flights 
between Australia's east coast 
and Perth. 

The survey also showed that 
class substituion is allowed by 
many companies. This is a 
practice which allows travellers 

to fly in a less expensive class 
than company policy normally 
allows and use the difference for 
further personal, spouse or fam-
ily travel. 

Class s 
ted for 41 per cent 
executives, 34 per cent of senior 
executives, 18 per cent of non-
award employees and nine per 
cent -of award employees. 

Many of the companies sur-
veyed provided air travel assis-
tance/or spouses joining staff on 
business trips, conferences or 
seminars. 

The most common form of 
assistance was the paying of full 
fares outside of the employee's 
remuneration package, followed 
by travel class substitution. 

On international flights longer 
than eight hours, 21 per cent of 
chief executives flew first class, 
and 64 per cent in business class-
Of other senior executives, five 
per cent flew first class and 73 per 
cent business class. 
• The round of domestic 
disounting sparked last Friday by 
Compass, with $100 return fares 
between Sydney and Melbourne 
and Sydney and Brisbane, 
heightened at the weekend with 
major competitors Ansett and 
Australian matching the fares. 

The record low levels are 
unlikely to mark the onset of a 
new round of low fares. The 
offers are for a very short 
duration, with travel having to be 
completed bv December I. They 
were introduced by Compass 
only as a "birthday celebration" 
offer to mark the airline's -first 
year of flying. 

War crimes trial attacked as a 'costly folly' 

A crop-duater sprays the Darling River to kill toxic algae. 

lOOkni is too far 
for the evening 
Drought a d flood I hey c u lire 

with along the Darllag; H coaaes 
with the lifestyle. Bat sot M q 
•hie to wasb the body for > 
fortalght. Phew! That') too Mack. 

Os Satarday, a crop-daeter 
•prayed 600 litres of the algtcMe 
Coptrol to try to kill aa oalbreak 
of Mae-free* algae which has 
poisoaed a 40-kikMaetre stretch of 
the Darllag River aear Loath, 100 

of Baarka. 

BOWERS 
O U T B A C K 

M u x by HKX STFrtNS 

to drive 
shower 
will work oat cheaper thaa drtviag 
100 kiloatetrea every atghl for a 
shower." A taaker-load of water 
costs $300, of which $150 caa be 
daiaaed aader drooght relief. 

If aayoae kaowi the lethality of 
hlae-freea algae it's Brett Rath, 
wheae coaipaay at Gleaorie naaa-
ractum the algae killer Coptrol, 
which be says is safe to ase la 

I had a choke to shower la 

ADELAIDE: A loner Sooth c o M l t t a l proceedlage agaiast 
g s w i o r baa Ukraiaiaa bora Iraa Polyakbork* 

pretests by a light-wiag 
last Australia's first Nazi Pstyakbork*, 75, aow a pea-

war crtaaes case. sieaer aad Aastraliaa dtixea, is 
Sir Walter Crocker, M , said accaaed of kW]ag24Jew»aad belag 

yesterday the case was beiag drive* lavahtd ia the Mass Muder of ap to 
by nutate, aot Jawke.at 850 M R la the Ctrwaa nrrapled 

He said he woald Joia flfcbm af Ukraiae hi 1942 aad 1943. 
of Rights g ran la a H e case has goae ahead after a 

aoastratioa aetfslde aa loag legal c*alleafe, w«c* ladaded 
Adelaide Magistrate's caart whea a laliag la the High Coort. 

Sir Waher, a fi 
ambassador who served aa SA 
lieoteaaat-goveraor frooi 1973 to 
1982, said be woald "prefer the 
peace of my gardea aad my books to 
pabllc deaoBstrstloai. la the 

BMotb, be adarired Its laMative be said the eveats took place half a 
aad boarage". ceatary ago aad the wldistt avail-

Sir Walter foaght aa a Ikteaaat- able was jabioaa. Also, the actaasd 
cotoael la the Britfah Amy ia World bad coawltted ao crtaes la Aastra-
War n aad aald he was aot rnalnaiag lit or agaiast AastraUaas aaywhere, 

i war otaea. Bat he heSeted the aad the cost of the trials to 
stresT, bat he wasted to draw the Potyakhorich case, mi otben befag Aastraliaa taxpayers had already 

While he was aot aaeodated with awafs coatroveraial War CriaKs Aastralla had so reasoa whatever 
the Lesgae of Right*. which staged Aaw&ae* Act, shoald aot proceed, for gettiag alxed ap la "Ms caatly 
a aaali aad fi let vigil whea the Apart froaithe trtala beiag drivea folly", bat every reaaoa for I 
coaailttal hearlag begaa last by hatred aad reveage, aot Notice, oat of R, be said. 

Even a quick glance at the 
following information will tell 
you that you can get more. With 
a Citibank Classic Visa or 
MasterCard, Citiclub members 
enjoy genuine savings on a range of % 
travel, financial and leisure services. Plus 

24 hour, 7 days a week customer service 

and the backing pf,<tfce, worldwide 

strength of Citibank. 

citlktfnk^' cr t i i i Ji» 
S a v l n g g 

• Up to 15% off international airfares. 

• Up to 5% off domestic airfares. 

• 25% off Hertz Rental Cars. • 50% off 

weekend accommodation at Travelodge 

and Parkroyal.B Savings of around $350 a 

year on Health Insurance. • Access to 

"hard-to-get" tickets for selected major 

entertainment events. • Automotive 

discounts on leading brands of tyres, car 

batteries. • Merchandise catalogues 

offering guaranteed lowest prices on 

known brands, delivered to your door. 

• Two years' free membership to one of 

Australia's leading wine clubs. • Priority 

access to a wide range of Citibank 

financial services. 

C i t i b a n k V i s a o r 
M a s t a r C a r d 

Naturally youf Citibank Visa or 

MasterCard performs all the functions 

you've dome to expect from an 

internationally accepted credit card. 

You'll enjoy an attractive but 

manageable line of credit with flexible 

payment optitfhs and an interest free 

period of up to 44 days. Your card is 

welcomed at over 8 million establish-

ments worldwide and gives you cash 

access at thousands of ATMs, banks and 

A p res t ig ious C i t i b a n k Card 

guarantees you the highest level of 

service, everywhere. In Australia, our 

phones arc manned 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week. And with branches in 90 

countries. Citibank is always there. Only 

Citibank customers enjoy such interna-

tional scrvice, expertise and security. 

CITIBANK 
CITICLUB 

For a brochure and application, send the 
coupon below, or call 


