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Cheers,
for

package
By LENORE TAYLOR

The Government had

something for everyone in its

land-use package announced

yesterday.

Industry applauded the decision

to establish an independent tribunal

to advise the Government on land

use decisions and criticised an up

grading of the Australian Heritage

Commission.
Conservationists applauded the

latter decision and criticised the

first.

The Prime Minister, Bob Hawke,
and the two ministers who have

long been at loggerheads on the is

sues, the Minister for Primary In

dustries and Energy, John Kerin,

and the minister responsible for the

environment, Senator Richardson,
made the announcements yester

day.

Mr Hawke said the new Re
source Assessment Commission
aimed to make the process by which
the Government received advice on

land-use matters "predictable and
understandable" for all interested

groups.
Commissioners on the RAC will

be nominated for each inquiry by
the Industries Assistance Commis
sion and the Australian Science and

Technology Council, but the deci

sions will still be taken by the Gov
ernment.

Intensive lobbying by conserva

tionists,
unions and industry over

decisions will continue, and Mr
Hawke agreed that the new process

would not mean that all groups

would agree with the Government.

Industry groups such as the Aus

tralian Mining Industry Council
and the National Association of
Forest Industries welcomed the

RAC decision, but the national di

rector of the Wilderness Society, Al

istair Graham, slammed it as "a

set-up to promote the case for ex

ploiters".

NAFI had argued for the IAC
itself to conduct land-use assess

ments, and this is believed to have
been argued in Cabinet by Mr
Kerin.

Mr Hawkc acknowledged yester

day that there had been concern that

an "economic, industry-oriented

body" like the IAC would not be

"independent" when conducting as

sessments. He said there could be
no question of the independence of
the new commission.

But conservation groups do not

believe the commission will be in

dependent and arc concerned that

the bodies responsible for choosing
the RAC commissioners will not

sufficiently represent environmen
tal as well as economic interests.

Mr Graham said the RAC would
clearly make its decisions on eco

nomic grounds, which meant it

would ignore environmental values,

which were hard to put a money

figure on.

Senator Richardson said the

RAC would look at "some environ
mental questions", and pointed out

that since the RAC could be asked
to look at a whole industry Austra

lia-wide, or at a whole region, EIS's

would not always be possible.
But at least one Government

spokesperson confirmed the conser

vationists' fears yesterday, saying

that the RAC was never intended to

look at environmental questions.

A spokesman for the Minister for

Resources, Senator Cook, said the

RAC was an economic advisory
body and "never intended to do en

vironmental assessments".

"The RAC is one half of the

equation, and the other half, envi

ronmental advice, will be provided
by the existing arrangements, such
as environmental impact state

ments," the spokesman said.

It remains unclear what issues

the Government intends referring

to its new body. The Tasmanian

forests, the Queensland wet tropics

and the Coronation Hill mine in the

Northern Territory were all ruled

out because they "would be re

solved" by the time the RAC legisla

tion was in place. Pressed for an

example, Senator Richardson said

the RAC could look into the sand

mining industry, or other ore bodies
in the Kakadu area.'

The national president of NAFI,
Brian Gibson, said he thought the

Government should refer the Tas
manian forests and the wet tropics

to the RAC.

Senator Richardson announced

that the Australian Heritage Com

mission, which administers the na

tional estate, would have its funding
almost doubled, with an extra $2
million per year, as well as other

changes. This decision was wel

comed by the conservationists.

War crimes Bill on track
The Government's war-crimes

legislation is expected to pass the

Senate by the year's end, paving the

way for the first prosecution in the

middle of next year, Government
sources said yesterday.

The Opposition is expected to de
cide at meetings early next week to

oppose the legislation, but the Aus
tralian Democrats have reiterated

this week their support for the Bill.

Without the support of the Aus

tralian Democrats, the Opposition
has little chance of stopping the con

troversial legislation passing
through the Senate. The Opposition
will decide its position in the light of
the Government's rejection of its 12

proposed amendments, including

the exemption of Australian ex-ser

vice personnel from prosecution.

The Bill, providing for the prose

cution of people now living in Aus

tralia who allegedly committed war

crimes in World War II, is expected
to go before the Senate in early De
cember.

Meanwhile, the Government's
Special Investigations Unit is ex

pected to hand its first prosecution
recommendation to Attorney-Gen
eral Lionel Bowcn next month.

The number of files on alleged
war criminals being investigated has

risen to 555 with the addition of 26
names from Israeli Nazi-hunting
group the Simon Wiesenthal Cen
tre. However, more than 150 of the

investigations have been closed be
cause alleged suspects or key wit

nesses have died, or it has been
deemed inappropriate to prosecute.

Unit head Robert Greenwood,

QC, said the Simon Wiesenthal
Centre had provided more than 100
names to the unit overall.

He said only about a dozen of the

cases being investigated would be
considered top priority for prosecu

tion.

Government sources predict the

investigations will result in only six

to eight prosecutions, but these will

relate to the torture and murder of
hundreds of people.

If it's a bargain
at $5.50
what is it

at $3.99?
SEAVIEW

Seaview Rhine Riesling 1987 * * *

With fresh, clean, smoky/citrus nose

and some development showing on the

open flavoursome palate, the panel all

agreed that this wine will improve
further. Possibly the bargain of the

tasting, although the
vintage is due to

change. S5.50

Wine and Spirit magazine, November 1988.

Seaview Rhine Riesling 1987 really is a great bargain.
We've endorsed it from the time it was released last

November. And the
judges at the Melbourne Wine

Show awarded it a gold medal.

The good news for our customers is that Farmer Bros

bought the last 1,000 dozen of this
lovely, crisp dry

white. Price is still a bargain $3.99 a bottle.

1987 VINTAGE

Rhine Riesling

Hurry for the last of this $3.99 gold
medal winner

Minchinbury $2.99 and Seaview Champagne $3.99
when bought by the dozen at Farmer Bros.

Champagne
prices crash
Minchinbury Champagne is just $2.99 and Seaview
$3.99 when bought by the dozen at Farmer Bros.

Prices are $3.49 and $4.49 for single bottles.

If your taste runs to something a little richer and finer

try Farmer Bros Cuvee Clare 1987. It's a superb
Methode Champenoise made for Farmer Bros by
Brian Croser of Petaluma at his Bridgewater Mill
cellar. Price is a modest $7.99 a bottle.

Free tasting today
Taste Australia's best bubblies today at Braddon and
Belconnen. Taste 1986 Croser, 1985 Seppelts Great

Western Vintage Brut and Farmer Bros Cuvee Clare
1987.

TOOHEti
DRAUGHT

24x375m! cans

Beer and spirit

bargains
cartons of 2 dozen 375ml cans
•

Tooheys Draught $16.99
• Fosters $17.99
•

Tooheys 2.2 Light $13.99
• Fosters Light 2.5 $13.99

750ml bottles

• Vat 69 $13.99
• Beefeater Gin $14.99

Canberra • Sydney • Melbourne

MANUKA 25 Bougainville St 95 2326
WODEN PLAZA Farmers Market 81 2254
BELCONNEN Weedon Close 51 4896
BRADDON 42'Mort Street 47 2344

John Farnham arrives at the National Press Club yesterday.

The Voice dumps
Melbourne and

nobody cares
By TONY WRIGHT

John Farnham says he doesn't like

making controversial statements. But

yesterday, the Australian of the Year,

prize yodeller and former plumber from
Melbourne dropped a line that will go

down like a lead zeppelin in his home
town.

Asked what he thought of Melbourne

winning
the right to bid for the 1996

Olympic Games, Farnham declared,

"This thing started in Athens, it's the

centennial [of the Games in 1996] and I

believe it should be held in Athens."

Cripes. You could just about hear
John Elliott bellowing from the MCG
that the blond upstart should be ridden
out of town on a brewer's cart, but the

crowd at the National Press Club

thought it was just wonderful.
Indeed, Farnham could have said any

thing at all and the crowd at the Press

Club would have cheered, stamped the

floor and blown kisses in ecstasy. In

truth, that's about what happened.
This wasn't your average Press Club

crowd, you understand. This was John
Farnham's crowd — pubescent girls

clutching copies of his Age of Reason
album, women who left puberty behind

shortly after 1967 when he released the

immortal Sadie the Cleaning Lady, a

scattering of chaps trying hard to give the

impression they were forced to be there

Famham was the guest of honour at a

luncheon sponsored by FM-104.7 and
Coca-Cola, an event organised as part of
his "tour of honour" as Australian of the

Year. About 400 fans purchased tickets

for $35 each. This was clearly not for the

food — it was to gain proximity to The

Presence, and to hear pearls of wisdom

drip from The Lips.

However, the crowd had to wait. First,

John Farnham performed a duty that has
become what he considers one of his

most important contributions. He had a

private meeting with 10 young people
who, for one reason or another, are

underprivileged or disabled — kids from
Barnardo's, Camp Quality (for cancer

sufferers), the Quamby remand centre

and several suggested by youth workers.

The meeting was away from the cam

eras, and no reporters were allowed
—

it

was a time for Farnham to talk to the

kids, hug them and tell them how im
portant they were, according to John
Newcombe, who attended yesterday's
lunch.

By the time Farnham strode into the

Press Club banquet room, the crowd was

in full gear and full voice. Autograph
books, albums and any handy pieces of
paper were thrust at him, and he began
signing his name with the practice born
of long years.

"What's it like being famous?" asked
one of the fans. "Fantastic," beamed
Farnham ("Yay" cried the fans). "One of
the best things is you get cuddled a lot."

("Whooo-ooo-oo" yelled the crowd).

Still, the idolaters would not be totally

appeased until Farnham sang. To sing
from a rostrum in a banquet room with
out the benefit of a band is not the sort of

thing most performers relish, and few
could carry off such a thing successfully.

But Farnham was with His People, and
he is The Voice. So he sang a verse or two

from You're the Voice, and the crowd
clapped and sang along, and all was

mighty fine with the world.

The Canberra Times'
Editor-in-Chief retires
The Editor-in-Chief of The Canberra

Times, Ian Mathews, has retired after 25
years with the newspaper.

Announcing the retirement yesterday,
the newspaper's managing editor, Ian

Meikle, paid tribute to Mr Mathews'
long and dedicated service to both the

paper and the community.
"In his 16 years as chief editorial exec

utive, Ian Mathews served a remarkable
13 as editor and the past three as editor

in-chief," Mr Meikle said.

Mr Mathews began his career in Brit

ain and joined The Canberra Times in

March, 1963, after a short period as a

reporter with The News, Adelaide. Dur
ing his career with The Canberra Times
he also held the senior positions of chief"

sub-editor, news editor and assistant edi

tor.

"Whilst I am personally sorry to lose

Ian's experience and wisdom, we take

comfort from his legacy of a strong edito- f

rial team that will continue, under the
]

editor, Crispin Hull, the journalistic ex-
,

cellence Ian has helped foster on The
Canberra Times," Mr Meikle said.

J

"Under Ian Mathews' leadership the J

paper has won the UN Media Peace
'

Prize or a Citation for nine successive f

years, 1979-1987, and national awards 1

for newspaper design, while staff on the

paper have won five Walkley Awards :

and a Graham Perkin Journalist of the 1

Year Award."
Ian Mathews either supervised or

wrote more than 5000 editorials in his

time at The Canberra Times. He built

up the reputation that Canberra Times
editorials have for being well-reasoned,

independent and wide-ranging.

He had a long and conspicuous com

mitment to freedom of the Press which
often translated to freedom for Canberra
Times reporters to pursue issues and

opinions which he personally disagreed
with or were contrary to the newspaper's
editorial policy. t

"This is the real strength of a real t

Ian Mathews

:ditor," Mr Meikle said. "Ian Mathews
las a commitment to accuracy and fair

less. If The Canberra Times is wrong it

publishes a correction. This, although
ieemingly a small point, provides an in

;ight to the maturity and professionalism

>f the organisation Ian Mathews has

lelped to shape.

"He can take justifiable pride in the

itrong, credible, fair and reliable attri

>utes that characterise both locally and
rationally The Canberra Times of to

lay.

"It was through this open commit
nent to the basic belief in honest jour
lalism that has seen, under his direction,
;ome of the country's finest writers, re

Kirters, photographers, artists and news

japer executives blossom in the creative

invironmentof 77;e Canberra Times.

"And I know that the staff, both past

ind present, and many thousands of
taders, will join me in wishing lan and
lis wife, Joyce, a long and happy re

irement."

Private cars for

public servants
By STEPHEN GUEST

It is either a long-term elec

tion ploy or the Hawke Govern
ment is now going through a

period of reconciliation for its

staff-cut sins against the Public

Service.

It has nothing to do with Lev

el 1 Administrative Service Offi

cers, but it is a gesture that is

sure to go down well with those

in the Senior Executives Service

who hate being the target of pro

fanities when doing the grocery

shopping in government cars.

Reliable government sources

say Cabinet has approved pri

vate cars paid for by the public

purse for the SES. Cost: about
$10,000 a year for each car.

Unlike most government cars,

which bear the dreaded "Z", the

SES cars will have civilian num

berplates so the family can do
its shopping in peace.

A government spokesman de

clined yesterday to confirm
whether Cabinet had approved
the new SES service. But he

said there was a policy that al

lowed senior officers to use de
partmental cars to drive home,
and the Government had been
considering "a wider degree of

access for private use".

Asked why the "Z" had to go,

he said, "... where cars have
been made available for private
use in other public services, it's

pretty common practice that

they are not marked as depart
mental vehicles." This helped
"minimise the confusion".

Greiner threatens

security of tenure
m

SYDNEY: Senior NSW public

servants would face the axe if

they did not perform under a rad

ical new Greiner Government

plan to shake up the public sec

tor.

Premier Nick Greiner told the

annual meeting of the Employ
ers' Federation in Sydney that

the state's 1000 senior public ser

vants would be put on notice

next week.

"Essentially we're prepared to

pay them more to give them

more authority, more capacity to

manage," he said.

"On the other hand, we're go

ing to take away that security

blanket of security of tenure

which has been the hallmark of

public-sector employment in

Australia," he said.

There would be a radical

change to the way the top manag
ers in the Public Service were

paid, with an emphasis on per

formance pay, he said.

"In other words it's a matter of

shape up or ship out," he said.

Justice Wilson resigns
By ROD CAMPBELL

Justice Sir Ronald Darling Wil
son will retire from the High Court
on February 13 to work full-time as

President of the Uniting Church in

Australia.

The Attorney-General, Lionel

Bowen, said yesterday that Justice

Wilson had submitted his resigna

tion to the Governor-General, Sir

Ninian Stephen, on Monday. It is

understood that the Government
was informed at the same time.

The Government will now em

bark on a process of consultations

with state governments before de
ciding on a replacement for Justice

Wilson. A decision is not expected
before January.

Those being talked about as pos

sible successors include Justice Mi
chael McHugh, of the NSW Court
of Appeal, Dr Gavan Griffith, QC,
the Commonwealth Solicitor-Gen

eral, and Melbourne-based QCs
Ron Castan and Stephen Charles.

Justice Wilson, the second most

senior judge on the seven-member
High Court Bench, took over as pre

sident of the U niting Church in May
for a three-year term. He is the first

lay person lo occupy the post. The
position is regarded a full-time job
but Justice Wilson indicated on a

number of occasions that he could
meet the requirements of both posi
tions. Despite this, his resignation
was not a complete surprise and has
been talked about as a possibility for

some time. He told The Canberra
Times in May, shortly after his in

stallation as president, that he had
no plans to retire early.

It is understood that Justice Wil
son's decision to retire was based on

a combination of factors: his new

role as church president, the exten

sive travelling he is required to

undertake between Perth and Can

berra, and a desire to spend more

time with his family.

Justice Wilson, 66, who lives in

Perth, was first appointed to the

High Court in 1979. He was the first

Western Australian appointed to

the court. He has been the senior

puisne judge since Justice Mason
became Chief Justice last year. He is

seen as one of the court's hardest

working members and is certainly
its most polite. While conservative,

the judge is also regarded as a fine

lawyer in an academic sense. He

was due to retire in August. 1992.

when he will turn 70, the compulso
ry retiring age for High Court judg
es. He is also Chancellor of
Murdoch University.

The judge's resignation will allow

the Government to become the first

Labor Government to appoint three

High Court judges as well as a Ch'ief

Justice. It appointed Justices ToOh

ey and Gaudron last year and now

has a unique opportunity to sh;ipe

the future composition of the court

for many years. r

Justice Wiison was the Western
Australian Solicitor-General |ie

tween 1969 and his appointment to

the High Court a decade
later; to

replace Justice Kenneth Jacobs. He
is also a former Crown prosecutor.
He was educated at Gcraldton Dis

trict High School, the University; oi

Western Australia (where he gradu
ated with first-class honours in l^w)
and the University of Pennsylvania
(where he obtained as Master, of

Laws).
>

'Rare opportunity' in judge ,

appointment. ~ Page 12. j
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Up to 5% less than credit card interest rates.

This year, lock away your credit and store cards

and do your Christmas shopping with a

Civic Advance Bank Personal Loan. And if you're

going on holidays, plan today with a low interest

Christmas Personal Loan.
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EXAMPLE 1YRTERM
I

3 YR TERM 1 5 YR TERM 1

LOAN FORTNIGHT CALENDAR

MONTH

FORTNIGHT CALENDAR

MONTH

FORTNIGHT CALENDAR

MONTH

2000 84.41 182.88 33.14 71.80 23.19 50.24

5000 211.02 457.21 82.85 179.51 57.97 125.61

7000 295.43 640.09 115.99 251.31 81.16 175.85

10000 422.04 914.42 165.70 359.02 115.95 251.22
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You don't have to be a Civic Advance Bank customer

And you don't need an interview. Just tell us how

much you want and we'll give you an answer within

24 hours. You can repay your loan in your chosen

time (up to 5 years), with no application fees or

loan service charges.

Call into any Civic Advance Bank branch and ask

for an application form. With our Personal Loans,

you'll
think it's Christmas.

A MEMBER 011HE ADVANCE BAM GROUP
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A step ahead

Canberra (0(i'2) -19 lili'JO
•

Queanbeyan, RiveiMcle l'laza (01)2) 97 22.")7
•

C'.oulbiai), 2.'51 Aul>:im V.

Cooma. 32 Yale Street ">- 3232 •

15.item.ui;. B.n. 17 Orient Sticet i"( h 7J T

:;PEFSON^;^
"

I

IN BRIEF
i

———

Award for

egg rebel
SYDNEY: Rebel Sydney egg farmer

Paul Galea has won the Australian Small
Business Association Free Enterprise
Award of the Year.

ASBA NSW branch president Dr Peter

Catts said the ASBA State Council be
lieved Mr Galea had stood up for his

principles and suffered enormous finan

cial, emotional and personal loss.

Man burnt

SYDNEY: An unidentified man was

burnt to death yesterday in an overnight
caravan park at Eden, on the NSW south

coast, police said.

Kakadu fees
Visitor fees would be introduced at

Kakadu National Park from January, the

Minister for Arts, Sport, the Environ
ment, Territories and Tourism, Senator
Richardson, announced yesterday.

Bundy celebrates
BRISBANE: The anniversaries of the

city of Bundaberg and the drink that

made it famous will be celebrated in the

area this weekend.

Jackpot Lottery 3402 drawn at 8.! 5an>

yesterday. First, S 100.000 No 11155

I
nfp, Tempe; second $12,000 No 064278

I nfp, Vaucluse; third S5000 No 028162

nfp, Auburn. Consolation Si COO:

111557,1 11559. The jackpot of$220,009
was not won by No 114383. The jackpot
now stands at $240,000 in Jackpot Lot

tery 3403 which will be drawn on Mon

day. Tatts 2 numbers drawn yesierda;:
40 and 29. Division I, 18 winners. Siofi:

division 2,3145, $3.
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