12~

stantly vigilant, There must be no mercy shown
10 contemporary dictators who seek to emulate
the five decades ago.
However ip the Polyukhovich case
worrying precedent that the trial was
ralia for & crime not committed here.

Lofty principle
and a very
costly muddle

Ours is & century of genocides. Staggering
advances in scwnce and technology have boen
matched with the foulest barbarism in Europe,

the
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humanity i vaid but it Gocs Dot Femove the
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future in far more dubious circas
There is also the humane argument of e
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identification have proved vexatious, indeed.

Aswith so many matters of publie controversy

There is & faint concern that the trial was  in Australia, the only, people who seem 10 have
conducted on the basis of Tevenge rather than  gained anything at the end of the day are in the
justice. The Argument that it was & crime against  squad af lawyers who pocket fat fees.

‘The inescapable conclusion 1s that those Who
approved the initial measures. that led to the
charges and ensuing hearings simply did not
think it through.

An sttempt to bring to fustice, howew
rpetrators of systematic mass mur
der i, in principle, the unaruable expression
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War crimes: the search for justice

Australia’s first war crimes trial has ended and Adelaide pensioner
Ivan Polyukhovich is free to resume his life. NEIL CROSS retraces
the saga that began more than three years ago.
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sl Ky in Adclaide,
elderly man s
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back door of his
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ity for the better

of balf a century, Ivan Polyukhovich
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crimes, allegs
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arched, police ques.
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Police bulldirig in Greenhill
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sing the Adelaide Magls
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and, associated with I, charpes
uabrard of n Australi

Foly ch sppeared in court
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inexorably Linked with events in

pe nearly 50 years previously
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1990,
fwllowed was u procession of ap-
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alia. Day

we of the hearing, in July,
i Polyukhovich was shot with 1
bandgun as he walked through o reserve
it West Lakes.

pital recovering

d in court was self.
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iehovicl's fithess to plead to the
charges snd thess had ot been rescved

roceedings were suspended in

Ultimately, more than three years after
% st arvestod, M7 Poimukhorich

51004 in the S\mnmv Court
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Gccupied UXraine und the policy ofexter

instion of the Jewish

i

mass execution of bet
and 850 Jowish people. rom the stall
village of Serniki
charge concerned his al
logod part i the marder of o Jowish
woman and two childs
Adelaide’s largest courtroom over.
flowed with potential Jurors when Justice
Cox took his seat a tria
expectedto be comploted inside s1% weeks,
Nat surprisingly, & great numbor of the
yury peoel were more Uian a it sticent
tthe prospoet of spending thelr days (and
8,5ouple ol nighi) in the time warp of

e eleotion process took aimost an
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centre stage for the open
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URTHER evidence allegediy would
fiow Mr Polyuchorich bad told
Tor e’ Germacs’ avolved 17 1oa

policemen had taken & woman nd two

children down & ramp [nto the grave. No
seen the thres people shot but
ety Mr Polyukborich und the owo polico
oicors had sewuraed trom the grave.
 Polpakbosio, be sae, b a1 e
e e S
the murder of the three peaple:
Australien Investigators uncovered th
‘mass grave outside Sornikd in 1990 and an
exhumation of the site revealed not

magitrate's do
the key charges to the
e

Suprema Court for

fecce, led by Mr Michael David.
QC,und M5 Lindy Powell the chlonged
the validiy of laying (he churges more
than 0 years afer the war. They took the
argument to the Supreme Court
Although unsuccessful in sto :
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oL 88 paicn G Fiteckou el
w s and allegations as being i
missible w1 trial
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4B of indeterminable sex.
The fury was told Mr Polyukhovich, his
wife and her two cl
rlia in 1949 and
bocame an Australian citizen.
rosccution case occupied more
d

of the prosscution case. The defence ur-
d the trial should stop because
eiderly woman was 100 frail to travel to
Australia
s, Jusics Cax suspended the ral
and pro
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woman's eviden
The party i i i Vi
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During his final adress, Mr James tld
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But Mr David said evidence against his.
clicat was “at the very besta lot of gossip™
and wamed a guilty verdict would be &
“savago miscarriage of justice”. Justice

Into the sunshine

By PAULLLOYD

VAN Pl st
I.mw e 14

indoors from the
e morning to his

day of destiny

An ol k. grey ke, el
Jumper, sa rely back
Be might have ;;..m * ome In & Medicure offce
oF & bowling clul

Instead, be was .uu.u yesterday in Court 3 of th
Supreme Court. & modernist fon of a former
department store colored only by the Judge's red
robes. his futare In the hands of & Jury

This was the man secused of being 3 Nazi war

fnal. ago. 16.000Kkm away. during
World War 11 In Ukraine — the first persan to have
been charged under Australla’s War Crime Amend.
ment Act

As the Jury went out to consider its verdict, Mr
Polyukhuvich, s touch-looklng bloke but seeming aged
3 decade by the years of this case, looked nervous.

I head darted about, frowning. bnklng. He
odided as his Interpreter whispered. He drank water.
olyuknhoxich, the wigged and robed Jaw
yern hawke-eyed the Jury s It came back to ask 2
question.

The Jury - three women and ~ might
Bave dooked more at home In dlscos, unlversities.
pubs, offices. They had been sitting on this case for
five weeks.

‘The few media representaiives and others in the

 Mr Polykhovich, who ha
said nothing In court, hobbled over to his wile. Maria,
smiling tenatively. The Lowyers and the Journalists
This was the walting game.

At 1112m, afier only an hour's delfberation, the
Jury returned.

On bath counts “not. gullty

Mr Polyukovich reddened. Then the stress tears
tarted.

thing. & lawyer escorted bim and
e e

MrPotyukhovich camlignt. There were no streamers in 4
» disadvaniace by« y David sadevidence ags  the scquitat of the first man chargrd
the ‘Sﬂ)ur- time lapse” between whe i agiinst in Australla over World War 11 war crimes. But for
the crimes were lcged o fave b HSCHABWBS“at1BOVEYbEStA  be i migh hase been a2y maning
commitied and b i Adelade sireet

“This i an unusEAl prosscution;” he -
said savage Fed Miublshl Luseer.

Yestenday, Mr Polyukhovich wepc afier  migcamiage offustics”, ! One of Australia's nrost monumental legal exercises

belury ook only e Bour o cault i

charges At las

e latde pensioner

blinked at Australlan freedom.

More superstars are carrying
guns to protect themseives
from unstable fans, writes
PAUL WHITTAKER.

HE names rend ke » puest tt
exclusive party; Clint
od. BIl Cosby. Tom
ton Heston, Cybill
a select

Shepherd,
roup who are
one. 1t 1s not Just

star power these
famous names have In common but

Brepower.

f Hollywood's
celebritles who say they are arming
the police are net
protesting them from deran
i ooy gy
fraphs In thelr sights.
Bt the rise In cel-
gun ownership has more o do
VHEh Ut Tatest trend than well

One fashion designer has even
ulletproof evening gown.
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Acts
(Good News Biniey

amtiog pieneg While Houssafial.
“Tom Crulse may be top gun at the
United box effice but comedian
Bil Coty . the et el wespon
Hollywood.
ao.oy television's highest paid enter-
tatner, fancies himself as an old-tim
ueulnger sad carin 845 Colt New
e Sonse e s nm st it
one shot 90 u-nmnnum
Country and Western singer Loretta
Lynn her man — and 18 armed.
with his 13ahot, US Army Browning
lnnhmnm.ik.
-mw:wnmn belng
vmnln in public and carries 3
VAR thow b R b i
4 palmesize, twoshot 33 American Der.
ringer, which she keeps In her bedroorm.
Former Moonlighting star Cybill
8 i

Shepherd has @ reputation for belng
ruthless and her cholee of handgun, an
elghtahot Smith and Wesson semi-

automatic, praves It.

While Osearwinning director Cib
Eastwood's brooding western
Unforgven, was applatded for making
& statement against violence, the

It Is not known whether the steely-
eed actor 18 armed with his trademark

wapaper falsely
Froup had a price
ad, Eastwood had (hls to say

had taken pre-
cautions {o_puaran-
tee bl safety: "1

of the time;
Stars are not the
only ones who may
reason to

sonal saety
s
iee ot
statistics, ihe
the

ill Cosby .

most lethal weapon
in Hollywood.

Hollywood stars take aim

underway tn Congress to make stalking
a crime, punishable by up to 10 years
n jaiL.

Those laws came oo late for TV stars.
like Rebecea Schaefter,

Michelle Pleiffer
has reportedly been
so_ frightencd by
Chreats that she lson

the verge of moving.
to the English
iryside.
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