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Political

THE Menzies report on
suspected Nazi war cri-
minals in Australia - a land-
mark document just| tabled
in Federal’Parliament on the
nation's moral duty to the
Holocaust victims of World
War II - has in one week
produced startling reactions
from political commentators
and members of the Jewish
community.

Its receplion raises a pro-
found question about the war
crunes 1sste — should we. as a
country. lay this ghost to rest
and stop pursumg the Nazis”?

Instead of being welcomed as
the last word. the detming wis-
dom that could help set na-
v on this erueial set
encompassing  the
law. piemory

Mr Andrew
Menzies tindings have been
grected i some unlikely quar-
ters with surprising violence
and even hosthty?

So 1t 15 that asreport desig-
ned 1o heal the divisions in the
Australian community taused
by the war crimes issue. as
well as 1o discover on a more
mundane level what war cri-
munals live unknown n our
nudst may. according to s
detractors. have the  exact
opposite etfect of sparking re-
newed anu-Semitsm dee-
pemmg the very divisions 1t
Wi s\umer d to bridge

n L the tghtly arpued.
200-page Review ol Miterial
Rel Luuu_ to the Entry ol Sus-
pected War  Crimmals into
Austraba  was  hamstrung
from the outset — certam oir-
cumstances Iving behind 1ts
creation prevented the review,
itselt intellectually  rigorous
and mspired by an evident
sense ot charity and responsi-
biliy. trom resolving the Aust-
ralan commumty’s mixed at-
utudes towards the emotion-
laden question of Nazi war
crimes,

of ssues
obligations ot
and forgivencss

this 15 s0 can be seen
from the heated reaction to
the Menzies report i some
quarters.  Australi’s  most
promigent conservative
spokesman, the Roman Cath-
olic Mr BA. Santamiria. this
week lambasted thes eneuni-
stances t were 1n part re-
sponsible for the, review. while
Melboufne’y Dr Frank Knop-
felmacher. perhaps the most
brithant Jewish pohtical intel-
lectual in-thescountry, warned
that the report had made the
Gmonumvm “an

“provocateiirs” S
\\ 5 now oblized to \mul(- cut

specitic  ethme  groups  tor
mvestigation
And  while thie - organised

ewish community greeted its
release enthusiastically. mdi-
vidual Jewish commentators,
such as one well-known Par-
hament Privite Secretary,
Mr Emmanuel Klem. whose
family died i the Holocaust.
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Janjented the neitable fos-
sicking through the past's ago-
nies that Mr Menaies' reflec-
tions would bring,

Al leading politica] writer
eveh took the lne — directly
contradicted by Mr Menzies —
thal “Sir Gartield Barwick
way right” when he said in
1961 that the matter ol war
cruminals in Austraha should
be considered a closed chapter
and the whole report was a
mistake

But leaders of Jewish organi-
sations. while low-key i their
pubilic statemients tor fear of
seennng to support a McCar-
tinastvle  muvestigation  of
ather ethme communities, are
adiwmant that the Menzies re-
port marks a crucial break-
throygh,  promising  justice
and @ righting ol wrongs.

The president of the Execu-

tve. Council of Australian
Jewrv. Mr  Leshe Caplan.
stressing that  the Govern-
ment has a “moral responsibil-
1Y Lo act on ity hindings. sad
Jews  were  vdistressed  that
Auntraha should have

provided refuge and sanctuary
over such a long period to men
gutlty ol horrendous  war
criies

[han contident the Govern-
ment will act to ensure t
the rights ot all Australians
are mamtamned and protected
un|< > found guilty by the due

Alid the president of the Zio-
nist Federation ol Austraha
My Mark  Liebler, warned
there nmld\{w “no statute ot
lImitations i regard to such
hemnous crimes against
hathamty”

(o]}
Jew
by

member ol the
who has

e leadimy
sh community
ell carried oul INQuUITIeS
mta the possible entry of
Nuzps. Senator Peter Baume,
alsa wants the investigation ot
the [Nazis to continue, and dis-
putgs  the Menzies  report's
conglusion that Australian in-
“Lelltpence was always unaware
ol the entry of war criminals
H¢ raised a central point in d
Dedember 5 Senate spey
wchapging that many ol lllt‘
pas mvestipations Mo nug-
rants suspected ol compheity
moWar crnimes were “white-
washes™ while in some cases
COVer- uns occurred: “My hm-
1ted reh has revealed a
degree of sloppmess. deception
and lethargy mn dealing with

thel entry of former Nazs to
Auytralia which I find dhu|>~
pomung and disturbing.”

Sénator Baume shares the
beliet ot the Jewish commu-
nity  orgamsations when he
sayh that “it 15 important that
the! facts come out — we must
know the extent of the entry
ol {tormer Nazis' into Aus-
traha”

Tlus country 1s only the
third, after the United States
and Canada. to! undertake
such an exhaustive search ot
S | post imnmigration ar-
chiyes in order to tind and

Judge war criminals who shp-
ped into the country in past
decades. Such raking over the
coals of history inevitably
awakens painful memories of
the war-and runs the risk of
fan¥ing a “witchhunt”. stig-
mauising _entire comrunities
suspected of harbouring colla-
boritors and war criminals in
their number.

Witness. the turmoil in the
'S over the cases of alleged
Nazis wrongly identitied and
sentenced for war, crimes — or.
i France. the symbolic case of
Klaus Barbie. the former SS
“Butcher ot ns”  whose
trial testimony  promises 1o
pu!l apart  the ., convenient
myths ot the H(‘nch Resist-
ance and expose the bitter
tacts ot French wartime expe-

rience — that Frenchmen co-

operated with the German oc-
cupiers. and“he allied victory
cast such people in the role of
collaborators :md even
crimimals

Austrahia’s e: nr-r\('nn 15 dis-
tinct trom that of other coun-
tries. Lying tar from. Europe
and the theatres of conflict
where the Nazi Holocaust oc-
curred. but still active in the
alhied struggle. this country re-
sponded to the postwar wreck
of Earope by opening its bor-
ders Lo many migrants or “dis-
placed persons™. The screen-
mg net. as the Menzies.report
shows. 5 fess than
thorough " Many ethnic com-
mumtes well established here
haye members. postwar mig-
rants. who mevitably collabo-
rated-with the losing side in
the war.

But the origins of the Men-
210 report involves more than
the harsh dictates ot history.
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wits tabled. some of the imme-
dute  reaction  copcerned
whether or not the report
“cleared” prominent Liberal
political hgures.

In  addition. two ‘further
political questions are nter-
twined with the story of the
Menzies report. its inception
and- its findings. One s the
question of Soviet evidence —
much of the reported evidence
apanst Australian citizens ac-
cused of collaboration and
other more heinous war ¢l
mes comes trom such sources
as the Yugoslav: War Crimes
Commission. or even from
Soviet authorities,

Commentators such as Mr
Santamaria  believe  Sovict
otheals have trumped up evi-
dence and coached witnesses

and records were not the
world’s primary concern. In
our later age. evidence to con-
vict may never be tound. and
m  Australia. mnocent and
ruilty alike are mnocent until
thewr erimes are proved.

Lastly. the Menzies Review

commissioned by Can-
I)r rra in the wake ot a series ot

Aclevision and radio reports,
many triggercd by the work ot
Mr John Loftus. a former
opgrative ot the American O1-
fice ol Special Investigations.
the unit sét up to nvestigate
alleged Na in the US.

Mr Lottus 1s7a crusader com-
mitted to exposing the pertidy
ol allied intelligence services
m running tormer Nazs as
agents, then smugghng them
mto foreign countries to hve

Politicians have muddied the
moral terms of the debate

although 1t was commissioned
n part i response to the trial
in Mianu of an Austrahan citi-
zen on war crimes charges.
Konrads Kalejs. and i part as’
a result ot a Canadian royal
COMIMISSION 11O WAr crimes.

Overld on this background
are the patterns of Australian
political rivalry. Labor political
leaders in Victorna and NSW.
having identuihed prominent
metbers of State Liberal par-
Lies suspected ol wartime col-
laboration. tor many years
hidve taken up the war cri-
minals 1ssue from a partisan
perspective.

Sometimes naming alleged
is under cover ot parha-
mentary privilege. they have
muddied the moral terms of
the debate to such an extent
that when the Menzies review

in order to sow dizcord in
Western commumtes.  The
Menzies report s adamant

m omsistung that Soviet evi-
dence apainst suspects would
have to stand up in a Western
court in order to be acceptable.

But some Australian conser-
vatives. often from Eastern
European backgrounds. re-
pard-it as meredible that the
regimes that deprived their
people ol freedom could now
turnish - evidence to conviet
retugees trom their rule of
war crimes in Western courts
ot law,

Behind this problem lies the
bitter truth about war crimes.
that many will go undetected
to the grave with their per-
petrators. In the contusion of
the years that followed-global
contlict and mass murder. files

new hives. His cause. naturally
ol mterest Lo erities of the CIA
and conspiracy theorists, was
taken up by an Australian
1wurnalist with tamily links to
the Communist Party ot Aus-
==tralia, Mr Mark Aarons.
» Aarons  broadcasts,
makingsa series of allegations
about ASIO's role in bringing
tormer Nazis to Austraha. and
reterring to a “hst” of names.
some of which were given by
Mr Loftus overseas but not re-
ported in the Australian press.
helped  create  a  turbulent
witchhunt chmate — oppress-
g the ethnie communities
siid to be represented on this
unotticial list and pohticising
the Holocaust
So 1t was that the Menzies
Review came to be set up with
twin goals. making the task of

the team virtually ncoherent
and ey - the dock not
only alleged war erimimals but
also Australia’s telligence
servces

The country has been tre-
ated to a bizarre spectacie
Nuzi-hunters on the rampage
with pecuhar hidden agendas.
seeking <to nail down nunor
pohuwal higures or the mtelh-
renee agencies as the vilhans
m the piece.

Apamst this backdrop.
Menzies” achievement in for-
mulating a balanced approach
to the war crimes question is
nothmg short of heroic — and
some of the troubled reactions
trom members of the Jewish
community and other political

Mr

observers  becomes  compre-
hensible.
Mr Menzies calls for clear

action trom
commends tk
ment o
tve

nberra He re-
al “the Govern-
ke a clear and posi-
statement o the eftect
that, as regards serious war
crimes. it does not regard the
chapter as closed and that it
will take appropriate action
under the law to bring to jus-
tice persons who have commit-
ted serious war crimes found
n Alustral

“ALthe sume e, the state-
merit shodld indicate that the
Government contemplates no
reduction in the standards ot
Justice to be apphed in such
cases or the sateguards now
avallable under Austrahan law
to persons accused ol serious
ottences.

Mr Menazies also flatly states
s review found "no evi-
dence  whatsoever that an
Austrahan ofticer had know-
ngly allowed a war crinunal 1o
migrate to Australia” nor any
evidence that alhed inteih-
gence otticers duped Australi-
ans into taking in war
cruninals as migrants.

But the tact 1s that the re-
port did consider such issues —
essentially  political ones —
diverced trom the tar greater
moral questions: what to do

with war crmunals, what any
prosecution would be intended
10 achieve. how to balance the
clatms ol justice agammst the
thirst for vengeance

The ettect ot politically par-

Lman debate on these ques=
tons was well outhined durinmg
an extraordmary parlamen-
tary debate Tast Apnl. when
the NSW Housing - Minister
Mr Frank Walker. named a
yroup ot Liberals ds Nazis

Opposition Leader Mr Nick
Grewner, whose own family
sutfered at the hands of the
Nazis, commented: “What the
minister has sought to do 1s to
confuse two separate issues —
he has sought to move for the
establishment of proper in-
quiries but he could not do
1t properly. (He) sought to
make a cheap political exercise
out of something that . . . of
all issues that may be dis-
cussed in this House. ought to
be above party politics.”

This week's Jewish reaction
o Mr Menzies study showed
not only the pain ot memory,
but also some concern over the
pohiticised terms of rpference
ot {u report on such protound
maral 1ssues

Dr Knoptelmacher, the Mel-
bourne Unmiversity psycholog.
rader whose position as in-
tellectual godtather to many

ol Australia’s leading pohtical

thinkers gives s opmions

added poignancy. <
first media allegations about
war, crimes have precipitated

“a chain of events detrimental

to the peace and stability ot

Australian societ

He dendes the focus ol the
debate on ASIO's role in the
plece and contends that it Is

staustically impossible for a

country such as Austrahia to
. admit masses of hasuly se-

lected retugees trom the So-
viet bloc without includmg

Jew haters and Jew killers™

r ~ Knopfelmacher rails
against the activities of the
professional Jewish lobby —

“socio-political vultures, mainly

e Nazis?

e

American, but a few Australi-
ans, too, for whom the destruc-
tion of our lives has become the
economic basiseof Holocaust
Industries. Inc.” And he says.
“Ethnic rancour will be aug-
mented: - anu-Semitism 15
bound to gain momentum.”

Dr Knoptelmacher 1s jomed
by Mr'Santamaria in tocusmg
an the ethme slur contained in,

e aecusations |, levelled
Wholesale agamst namele:
members  of  the  Balte,

Ukraiman and Croatian com-
nties

That the Jewish people who
underwent such sutfermys i
the death camps should wish
to see actual war criminals
brought to justice is both un-
derstandable and justifiable —
however, an act or a policy
.must be judged not.only by its
morality but by its consequ-
ences.” Mr Santamaria says.
stressing the way that a clear
moral debate had been mud-
died by importing the ASIO
1ssue

Mr Santamaria, laying down
guidelines for the standards of
Justice to be applied in Nazi
war crime trials, also points
out that if crimes by Nazig are
o be probed, so should all
those , committed by other
political regimes. and those by
the Nazis against peoples
other than the Jews.

“The Austrahan Govern-
ment. having unwisely permit-
ted matters Lo reach the pre-
sent point, should put up or
shut up.” Mr Santamaria says
— focusing on the rights of the
accused as well as those of the
victims.

This troubled reaction to tire
Menzies review in some circles
itself shows just how confused
were the original motives for
Australia’s investigation into
Nazis. Four decades of forget-
ting have suddenly given way
to frantic Nazi-hunting, trig-
gered in part by the urge to
unmask war criminals in the
political world and to track
down Nazi-sympathisers in
the shadow world of intelh-
gence.

Mr Menzies makes plain that
the reason for punishing war
criminals is not just to take re-
venge, but to express a moral
stand. “The Australian com-
munity would express its de-
termination that the offences
should not re-occur and:its
deep-felt abhorrence of the
crimes,” he says, noting that
long passage of time does not
mitigate the severity of any
war crimes committed.

The Menzies review. in Cati~_

ing for further investigation
of suspected war criminals,
gives its own unequivocal
answer to the question:
should we stop pursuing the
Nazis?"

But it remains crucial for
Australia, ‘NOW facing
protracted legal pursuit of war
criminals living here, that the
basic principles of justice
should not be sacrificed in this
quest. Even as the country
brings its war criminals to jus-
tice. it should - never. forget
what happens when justice
itself is thrown overboard.




